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Welcome to the second edition of fiTHE HILDERSHAM ExPRESS, and many thanks to you all,
it was very gratifying to receive all the kind remarks and encouragement, about the launch
of this new magazine. In this edition, we have Proverbs of March, News, a comprehensive
history of Linton High Street and even room to finish with a few Jokes: -

Last month, | posed the question of where did the following Proverb first appear:
Red Sky at Night Shepherds Delight, Red Sky in the Morning Shepherds Warning

This proverb actually comes from the New Testament, Matthew 16. 23. and it first
appeared in England in 1380, with John Wycl
now appears in the Revised Standard Version of the Bible in the following words:

To test Jesus, they asked him to show them a sign from Heavered lteeamsw
When it is evening, you say, o061t wi
And in the morning, oIt wildl be stori

The proverb is also closely associated with the Perils of the Sea, and in 1592,
Shakespearein his Venus & Adonis combined the two in:

6Li ke a red morn, that ever 'y
Wreck to the seamanééé. Sorrow t

The month of March has many proverbs, relating to either the behaviour of wildlife or to
the weather and its prospectsf or t hat yearés Harvest: To f
the cover we need to know a little about the hare itself. The exact origin of the Brown Hare
is unclear, but it is known to have been on these shores since Anglo-Saxon times, and
before that Julius Caesar remarked that the Ancient Britons: 0 Rear ed Har es, Fo
amusement and pleasure, yet Oneabstie old belidaf was i
that Hares actually changed sex from year to year. Hares differ from rabbits by their bigger
size and different behaviour, hares are mainly solitary and do not burrow, they make
shallow resting hollows in long grass or crops called 6 &RmMs@ Spring is their mating
season and the term “MAD As A MARCH HARE” comes from their behaviour, as seen in
the cover photograph, in which a male Hare is seen BoxING 6an unreceptive female, out to
spurn his advances. As a boy at this time of year, | often saw this behaviour in the fields
overlooking the Furze Hills. This rather strange and out of character behaviour, led to
hares often being used in literature. Again, the first reference to this comes from
Shakespeare when in 1548 the expression 0 KRE-BRAINED O was first formulated. It

appeared in Henry IV Part 1 “A Hare-Brain'd Hotspur, Govern'd by a Spleen”

During the manufacture of Felt hats, long exposure to
the mercury-based chemicals used in their production,
were thought to have caused a tremulous condition
called 0 3. ViTus DANCEG. Lewis Carrollhad read about
this condition in one of the leading medical journals, and
used itodés similarities wit
of madness, as the basis for his character the HATTER in
his 1865 chi lAlceie Wdnderlandarad shis i
led to the inevitable saying:

“As MAD As A HATTER”

—




Lewis Carroll, added a Narcoleptic Dormouse with the March Hare and Mad Hatter to
form the trio he used in his wonderful and completely crazy Tea Party scene:

The Hatter shook his head mournfdilyN o the rdplleddd0 We g u a r MaecBjuste d
befoe he wenMady o u Kk (painting with his teaspoon at the March Hare).
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There are other March proverbs about t he
weather are much easier to interpret: such as the one dating from 1612: “So Many
Mists in March, so Many Frosts in May” or the one from 1625: “March
comes in like a Lion, and goes out like a Lamb”, however | leave you with
this March proverb dating from 1533, to ponder over until next month:

A PECK OF MARCH DUST 1S WORTH A KING'S RANSOM?

Church Tower News: There has been some very welcome news from the
building engineers examining the integrity of the church
tower. Following their in-depth inspection, the Tower has
now been given the all clear; there are no hidden voids
and the Flint outer skin is firmly bonded to the central core
and is not peeling off as fi
our present three bells, are 125 years old this year. They
are all beautiful ladies that like to sing sweetly on Sunday

¢ mornings. They are called E lizabeth, Sarah, and Frances.
Sarah | wonder if any of our children can answer the following
guestions by studying the stained glass windows in the
church: a) What have all these three ladies in common and what was their connection with
Hildersham Church? and b) What is the connection between a £20 note and our Church?
The South Cambs District Council ds Descl

The dictionary description of a 6 C dsran drea of bog or fen in which scrub, such as Alder
or Willow has become established. The Hildersham Aldercarr was made a SSSI in 1958

and it is now said to cover 17acres. The official SCDC description states:

That Alder-Carr provides an example of wet valley Alderwood on fen peat. This type
of woodland is considered to be the climax vegetation of valley fens in this part of the
country. It is of a type of woodland restricted to lowland England and is now rare in
Cambridgeshire and East Anglia as a whole.

The dominant tree species is the Common ALDER (Alnus Glutinosa), but AsH
(Fraxinus Excelsior), W HITE W iLLow (Salix Alba) and W ycH ELm (Ulmus Glabra)also
occur. Shrubs such as GUELDER-RosE (Viburnum Opulus) and SpinDLE (Euonymus
Europaeus),typical of fen carr, are also present, together with Hop (Humulus Lupulus),
SmALL TeASEL (Dipacus Pilosu3 and Rep CURRANT (Ribes Sylvestris).

In the ground flora under the wet Alderwood fen species still occur such as ANGELICA
(Angelica Sylestris)M eapow SweeT (Filipendula Ulmaria), CommoN REeeD (Phragmites
Australis) and GREATER PoND-SEDGE (Carex Riparia) together with M ARSH MARIGOLD
(Caltha Palustris). On drier areas, Doc® M ERCURY (Mercurialis Perennis), HERB
RoBERT (Geranium Robertianajand VioLeT (Viola sp.)are present.




The Aldercarr must have proven to be one side of an
excellent natural defensive position, with the river
providing the opposite flank, when Hildric first camped on
Noahds Ar k(thecroudovdolldd area on the map)
In 1799, the area was recorded as covering just 3 acres,
yet by the 1837 the area had been extended over the
former water meadows to cover ¢.17 acres. Why did this
large increase in area occur? This was mainly due to the
properties of the Al derds
many practicable uses. It was a hardwood and
particularly suitable for turning and was used originally
for clog making and when turned into charcoal, it was
used in the manufacture of Gunpowder. However, its main property, that for a short period
in history made it a highly profitable crop, was that when it is immersed in water it hardens
and gains great strength. It is these properties and uses we will hear about next time.

5" Annual Hildersham Quiz: On Friday 18" February, 10 teams packed Hildersham

Village hall for another great evening of Fun, Friendship and Fiendishly

o sud C,O hard questions. Everyone had a great time and more importantly, £590
N n 2 was raised for THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CoLiTis & CROHNG
) ¢ g o Disease. Many congratulations to the winners of the main quiz: 6 BTEs
. MaTeso (Margaret Bate, David & Brid McKee, John Hunter &
AC Crampin)n a very close fought competition and to ¢ GrRNUCOPIAG (&

combined Balsham & West Wickhanfdeaim)ing the table quiz. This
night is now a firm favourite in any aspiring Hildersham Socialites Calendar. The

organisers send their thanks to everyone who provided a raffle prize or donated cash and
in the spirit of the table quiz: M.T.T.J.N.R.R.D.J.

Linton and District Historical Society

Over the past few years, GARTH COLLARDLi nt ondés very popnmahafr
the above society, has taken us on a virtual illustrated tour of Linton and recently we
resumed our journey, as we learnt about the:

0The BusinessesfromLt heoMaHkgh Bt
Garth started off by describing the route we were going to take; we would start on the left
hand side of the High Street by Horn Lane, moving up that side until we reached the
Greenhill, where we would then jump back to the start, cross over the road to where
Houltums or the old International Stores was and then travel back up towards the Greenhill
on the opposite side of the road.

Our journey began at the corner of Horn Lane with a slide showing
both CLARE House and W ESTLYN HOUSE heavily laden with snow.
These two houses represent one of the most thriving Linton
businesses of the mid 19" century, when it was the ReD LioN
COACHING INN . It traded as such right up to 1865, but there are
records of it under this name from as far back as 1685 and before
that when it was called the UNICORN INN going back to 1600. This
name comes from the Paris family, who were Lords of the Manor
of both Linton and Hildersham from 1400 and beautiful memorial brasses in both
Hildersham and Linton parish churches commemorate them. Their family coat of arms has
THREE UNICORNS on it, hence the UNICORN INN and HORN LANE.

Murie
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[Answer to the Hildersham Quiz : M.T.T.J.N.R.R.D.J. (Many Thanks To Jean, Neil, Robin, Rosemary, Diana &



Garth then gave us some excellent tips of how to identify the date of photographs. The
trick is to look out for when things first appear, like pavements and kerbs in 1898, tarmac
roads in 1920 and the Telephone box in 1931. The same applies to features on houses,
as on the end of this building is a window, this was discovered in 1913 under some plaster,
and from that date it was opened up. So again you can use this or any other datable
feature as a before and after scenario and as a guide to dating your photographs.

The Ipswich to Colchester stagecoach, called the 6 dcommoDpATION 8stopped at the Red
Lion to pick up passengers and change horses every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
morning at 10.30am on its way to the coast, arriving in Colchester around 3.30pm. Whilst
just an hour and a half earlier on the exactly same mornings the Ipswich to London
stagecoach, the 6 BraL REcuLATorR6had roared in to do the
CrowN COACHING INN opposite. Linton on these hectic mornings must have been a truly
magical place to behold, with all the hustle & bustle of all the horses, coaches, passengers,
and porters. The stables were down Horn Lane and they could house up to twenty horses,
had room for four stagecoaches, and had i

Other famous stagecoach names that were seen in our area were the 6 QueT § 6 AE
M ARQuUIS OF CorNwALLIS dand 6 HE PHENOMENA Gand were just a few of the 600 plus
stagecoaches that left London each day.

Visitors to the Red Lion included the Bi
parish churches, the Turnpike Trust who held their meetings here and a group with the
intriguing name of the 6 EHIOPIAN SERENADERS Gentertained here in 1847. These were a
famous pioneering American Negro Minstrel group; who in 1844 had performed before the
President at the White House. Later the Ethiopian Serenaders embarked on a world tour,
making their London debut at the Hanover Square Concert Rooms in 1846, their fame was
such that admission cost two shillings, as opposed to the normal sixpence. One has to

s h

wonder, whéereabaufseéatured on theisghiorbttdXator

In the early 1800s, Wheem Barder and psrwittpmanyeother r
local landlords, he was also a Miller at the Windmill in Long Lane. In 1825, the Red Lion
was sold as a very prosperous business for £1500, yet by late 1865 it had ceased trading
and the owner made bankrupt. This was due entirely to the coming of the Railway in June
of that year, which had completely destroyed the old stagecoach trade and when the
property was sold to the Oddfellows Society in 1880, it barely made £250.

The Oddfellows Society, which had also bought up a lot of other property in Linton, built
the RED CoTTAGES. They were let to BENJAMIN PATTERSON, a Linton Coal Merchant to use
as his offices. Benjamin had started trading just after the Railways came in 1865 and his
coal yard was actually sited at the Linton Railway Sidings. When Benjamin died, the firm
was taken over by the firm of 6 @TeE AND W ARRENOand their local agent was AUGUSTUS
Dip-DELL, and his daughter married into the PaNTIN  family.

In the late 19™ century, Linton had a donkey-powered water cart. This was not used for
drinking water, but was actually used to water the streets, because in the summer the dust
was so bad, that it was regarded as a serious public health hazard. It was introduced in
1875, and our enterprising Mr Paterson was awarded the contract for this between 1880
and 1900. He was paid 5 shillings (25p) to do it once and 9 shillings (45p) to do it twice,
which he had to do regularly in the height of the summer months. Of course, in the winter
the complete opposite was true, with the roads being waterlogged and very treacherous.
In 1900, the poor old water cart collapsed, but the newly formed Rural District Council
bought a new one for £40 and this lasted until the roads were first tarmaced in 1920.

In the narrow building next door, history shows that it was occupied by a series of
coopers and tanners, until the Trustees of the Congregational church bought it in 1807 and

W



it became the Manse. By the 1890s, it was being run as a business by W iLLiAM
FREDERICK SUCKLING . He came from Haverhill and started off with a Carpentry and Joiners
business and had a two-storey workshop in the garden. When Cycling became all the
rage, he converted his business to sell, repair and hire bicycles. From here, you could
obtain all the latest models from all the numerous manufactures, or you could just simply
hire a bicycle for 6d per day and in 1904, he became the main local agent for Cycling

Association or Cyclerds Touring Club. Mr S
Salvation Army Brass Band and had the nickname of 6 Bm-Pom, because he constantly
could be heard humming all the tunes. sth&r ed

he had the first mot or ¢ a rd597hit wad belttddvan,andias i® s 1
was always breaking down, it was more often seen being pushed up the High Street, than

being driven. Frederick had an apprentice called Sonny PoweLL , who only recently died

at the age of 90; he was firstly an apprentice carpenter, before later switching to become a

mot or mechani c. SonnyWsLag MeuwsHRrR WgLLIs, hedvBsaah dxe 1\
postman from Horseheath; he mastered the new technology and became the village
photographer between the 1880s and 1920s; he was also as we will see later a Barber. A

few years ago, Sonny gave Garth a box of over 30 glass lanternslides of Linton, which had

been lying in his garden shed for over 50 years. In 1933, the building was taken over by

the NorpeN family, who ran a Garage and Tyre repair shop, up to the end of the 1940s.

The Garage only had one petrol pump, fed from a small 400-gallon tank, and they were
agents for PRATTS PETROL AND OIL COMPANY , before being taken over by Esso.

Next, we come to a property known locally as the 6 1 ¢dridced In the late 1800s, this
was the home of JoHN and ELizaBeTH CHAPMAN , whose main business was as a Tinner
and Blacksmith in an alley behind Sweet Talk News. When John died in 1890, his wife and
his two daughters ANNA and JuLiA helped their mother set up a shop in their front room,
whi ch operated for about t wenty y e alrkscy
REPOSITORY &0 or upmarket gift shops. The other being CARTERS near the Bell public
house. During the 1950s and 60s, the house was used by a Haverhill Dentist,
appropriately called 6 M PAnG He rented the room, which used to be the old shop and
used it to hold a surgery here on a Wednesday afternoon; where you could have a tooth
pulled out for half a crown (2s 6d). The lady who now lives in this house had come to listen
to Garthés talk; she told us, that she regul

The next house we come to was originally called BARNET Housk, it dates from the 16™
century, and it had a completely new front built in 1731. It was known to have been
involved in the cloth industry and in the 1770s, an attorney called THomAs TALBOT lived
there. One night in the middle of the winter he was burgled, however the burglars were not
very clever, because when the local constable was called, all he had to do was follow their
footprints in the snow back to their home in THE GRiP, where he caught them red-handed
sharing out their spoils. Between 1920 and 1931, it became a private and very upmarket
boarding school run by the StanTon SiISTERS. Some of our most prominent local families
went to school here; these include SAMUEL TAYLOR and his sister PEGGy from Little Linton
Farm and | ocal b KEsNETH é’siNgInn.a PEGGY TAsLOR later married N ED
ALLEN and together they ran M ANOR FARM at Hildersham for many years. | have so many
wonderful childhood memories of them both, as they were extremely kind and generous to
all the children in Hildersham. Later the house became known as QUEENS HOUSE,
because during the Second World War it was occupied and used by the Queens Regiment.

The next building or small hut has a very long connection with trade. Traditionally this
end of the village around the Greenhill has a strong connection with the butchers & the
meat trade, and at one time, there was a slaughterhouse somewhere behind the Clock
House. In the 1890s, we know that ALFRED W HIFFIN ran a Butchers and Confectioners



from this property ( See Al f r esohall $op ih thé firsh postcard and see how it is
squeezed into the small gapJ-hen just before the outbreak of the First World War, it was run
by NELLIE GRAYSTON as just a Confectionary shop and was appropriately called the

6 BEET SHOPA In June 1919, GEORGE W ILLIAM GRAYSTON (who ran the THREE TuUNS
BREWERY opposite) rented the hut to the LinTon W..  Here they ran a very popular
Saturday Clothing and Vegetable Shop; you got a discount of one penny in the shilling, and
they got a regular weekly taking of about £20. Between the 1920s and 1940s, W ALTER

0 WEETY 0 SMITH again ran it as Confectioners. However, one night in 1941 around
midnight, a back window was broken and a lot of sweets and chocolate stolen. In the
morning, the police found a lot of blood and half eaten sweets and in the mud a huge Army
Boot-print. They followed the trail of blood and discarded sweets down JOINERS LANE, all
the way to the main gate of SHEPHERDS HALL, where surprise, surprise the local regiment
was billeted. Not long after a young squaddy confessed to this heinous crime. For fifteen
years after the Second World War, the hut was run by LEN CassoLT as a café, which was
simply called 6 &BoLTsd Then in the early 1960s, it was operated by M R SERGEANT who
also ran the GRANTA GARAGEO ppoOosi te and in the 197006s it
called 6 80N ONEQD

We are now at the top of the
High Street at the present day 3 k3 The Okt iVitn st inn 25
Clock House.  Between the : =5 Butchers & Grocers
1890s and 1920s, one part Adtred Wi
traded as a Greengrocer and ;
Fishmonger run by RICHARD
MoORLEY. While another part
was run between 1897 and 1904 R
by MR JoHNs as a Grocers and sl
Butchers. (| t i's Mr
that can be seen written on the wal ] 5
above the window of the first rightff 2 ) : = = | ;
hand building at the top of Linton || ; - K Strect, Linton. Bevwesn ST 1904,
High Street in the postcard
opposite). M R BURLING took over this part and ran it as watchmakers and Jewellers and he
eventually combined the whole property into one, and it is during this time that it gained its
clock and name the CLock House. Later on in the 1970s, the Clock House was taken over
by M R NEAL who ran it as an Antique shop.

This top part of Linton has changed dramatically over the last forty years; this began with
the building of the bypass in 1964 and the building of the GREENHILL FLATS in 1983. At one
time to the rear of the Clock House was the GREeNHILL FARM, this was rented and farmed
by W iLLiam DAY who lived in the village in BuLL House. . During the Second World War,
one of its barns was burnt down. There are two conflicting stories that have grown in
stature and embellishment over the years, as to how this actually happened. One version
is that American soldiers billeted locally, had been out having a few drinks in a Linton pub;
then very worse for wear, as they drove back to their camp they were seen firing Rockets
and 6 ¥Ry-LiGHTsOfrom the back of their Jeep and it was one of these that set fire to the
barn. However, because of all the noise and commotion the Linton Fire Brigade were soon
on the scene, sadly due to the very fierce nature of the blaze, they could not put it out and
the barn was completely destroyed. The alternative story is that the manager of Houltums
store gave a group of Linton Youths a large pile of wooden packing cases to burn in a
picket fire at the top of the village. However, in their enthusiasm, they built the fire far to
close to the barn and it very quickly caught light and was completely destroyed.




As this top part of the village was the natural greeting point for visitors coming from the

Railway Station, over the yearsitwas ador ned in many different

One old glass lanternslide from
1883 depicts a huge flower laden
arch, stretching right across the
street, which proudly proclaims:

T the biggest flower show in the
whole of Cambridgeshire. This
was a very popular event and
was held in DR. BERTRAM &
garden and everyone turned out
to greet the people off the
specially chartered trains. All the
tradesmen competed to have the

OWELCOME T Q OMWENRT CSNH OF\A

most elaborate floral display and another arch proclaimed 6 | NDUSTRY [EBAMARDV. BS

This area also was the setting off point for the SuNDAY HosPITAL PARADES of the 1920s,
put on to raise money to build Addenbrookes Hospital.

In 1911, W iLLiam M AusER W ILLIS, a Linton Photographer, took a very early aerial style
photograph, as he clung for dear life to the very tall chimneystack of M R PRIORG Brewery.
Mr Willis had taken this opportunity, as the chimneystack was shortly due to be
demolished; from other photographs taken of Mr Willis on the ground, he can only be
described as a 0 ARLY PORTLY GENTLEMAN @ the mind boggles therefore as to how he
actually managed to get up the chimney in the first place.

We have now got to the Green Hill and as described earlier we are now going to go back
and look at the other side of the road, starting off from the corner of Market Lane.

The first block of buildings we looked at, were in the late 19™ Century a block of six
shops. The building next door to TURVEY HoOUSE, has a long connection with Doctors and
Medicine. In the late 18" century, this was the surgery of the local Doctor and Apothecary
MR EAVEs. There are many records containing
treated M Rs LONSDALE of the big country house called BARHAM HALL, and she kept very
detailed account books from 1740 to her death in 1837. In the early 19" century, Mr Eaves
is said to have also ran a shop which was described as a Stationers and Druggist. Then
by 1839, an advertisement in the CAMBRIDGE CHRONICLE, described the shop, as being run
by JoHN TEACHINGS as a Chemist, Stationers, and Druggist, an agent of HAvLock & the
prominent Chemist in Sidney Street, Cambridge; and Mr Teachings sold =~ BaiR3s PiLLS[
for 1/11d, these were described as ideal for treating the Liver, Stomach, Indigestion,

Headaches, and many other ailments (Garth with his usual very drool & vaguely politically
S,

sl anted humour, thoughtiHoresy&InBebrigy) r 6s Pi | |

In 1850, the shop was taken over by a Sawston man called W iLLIAM CREASER, who
between 1855 and 1857, published the Linton and Districts first newspaper called the

hi

s

O INTON AND SAWSTON EXPRESSO, (as explained in the last edition, hence the name of this newsst

This was a single sheet A3 sized, broadsheet style newspaper, featuring a lot of
advertisements. These were mainly of goods for sale at Mr Creasers shop, but it also
featured one of the first adverts from the newly arrived M R HouLTum and for AmMos ButT

the local hairdresser. (Over the next few months, | am going to featimeesesting stories of these

three characters in excerpts from the Linton and Sawston Express).

Mr Creaser proclaimed in the editorial of the 0 INTON AND SAWSTON EXPRESSO :



fi HE CHEAPNESS AND RABTER OF THIS PARBERL ENSURE ITS BEREAD IN ALMOST EYEHOUSE |
THE TOWN AND NEIGHRING VILLAGESND WILLTHEREFORBE FOUND A MOST EXENT MEDIUM QF
PUBLICITY FOR NOBQH PROPERTY TOSERD OR LEBUSINESS ADDRESSESADINOUNCEMENPSBLIC
MEETINGFIRE AND LIFE AGEREANDC,ANDC O

Some of the goods that Mr Creaser sold were Valentine Cards, with luxury ones at 1/6d
or a real cheap ones for a halfpenny, he also sold dry paint or oil based paint for decorating
your house, available in a wide range of exotic colours, including i CELESTIABLUE DUTCHPINK,
CHROMEYELLOW VENETIANRED and Paris GREEN and you could even buy a box of KAMES
FIREWORKS advertised as having O NSTANTANEOUSNITION ANONRIVALLESTRENGTS! .

Our old friend W iLLIAM FREDERICK SUCKLING from across the road bought the next two
buildings in 1864, for £100 each. In one of them, with SAMUEL and ERNEST SUCKLING , he
ran a Chemist. However, by the 1920s, it was being run by M r CouLTARD from Sawston; it
was described as a Chemist, but from all the various advertisements that Mr Coultard
placed, it sold a wide variety of goods ranging from toys to cameras to expensive perfume.

I n September 1925, one advert cl ai med that

the shop. You could purchase either a Crystal or Valve set, and on Friday and Saturday
nights, you were invited along to the store to listen to a radio broadcast, to help you decide
whether you could possibly live without this latest piece of technological marvel in your own
home. Between the 1930s and 1940s, JoHN PRrRAYNE ran it and in the 1960s, it was
commonly known as 6 iTMARSH THE CHEMISTS @ The other building had started life as a

6Tudord style I nn and i n INER OnicorntINN chhcausegas d

described earlier, the coaching inn on the opposite side of the street, had changed its
name from the Unicorn Inn to the ReD LION INN, by the 1740s the New Unicorn Inn
changed its name again to the GREENMAN , yet by the start of the 19" century it had closed
and become one of Li nlthoen 6Ssu crkd n yn gBask esroyodns
1864, pulled it down sold the land to the brewers, KINGS oF BURY ST. EDMUNDS who built
and ran the 6 RCEHORSE INN Gin the 1870s and 1890s. This reverted the site of the building
back to its original usage.

The next house is a lovely 16" century house with a new 19" century front; as we have
seen, a lot of the Linton shops were refaced in the 1800s, as shopping became more
popular. In the 1850s, it was run by CHARLES SMOOTHEY , as a Grocers and Drapers.
Once again, this became the target of criminals. When in 1852, a gang of four
counterfeiters who had come from Bristol in a dogcart, tried to use high value counterfeit
coins to purchase relatively small items and get genuine change in its place. Mr Smoothey
got wise to this and the police constable arrested them along with five other gang members
from Castle Camps in the GReeNHILL public house. In 1894, the property was bought by
ARTHUR Jamus BACKLER for £240, he set up a Butchers with an Abattoir in the yard behind.
Tragically, during the First World War two young men who used to work in the shop, OwenN
HiLL and CyriL SEALEY were both killed in the same battle in France in May 1917. In 1927,
Arthur Jamus Backler committed suicide and the business was bought and continued to be
run as a Butchers by BERNARD and OLIVER N ORDEN. The abattoir at the rear operated on a
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday each week, butchering 2 oxen, 2 pigs, and 1 sheep.
However, in 1932, Parliament passed the HumANE KILLING AcT and straight away in May
that year, the LINTON W.I. demanded that the act be enforced and by July, the abattoir

.af

had been forced to cl ose. The Nor deFfrRMBER&t h e

Pork Abattoir, but it went bankrupt and they were forced to sell it. Later on, this house
became the Coop BuTCHERS and even operated as a BARCLAYS BANK branch, before it
moved to the other side of the road.



The next house is a very grand
Red Lion Coaching Inn Classical & Commercial School 16" century  building and
Turvey House _ originally it had a very large
5 garden; in the early 1700s, it was
being run as a very large Bakery.
However, by the end of the 18™
century, it was owned by
M ATTHEW CROCKLEY, who ran
his Wine and Timber Merchants
business here. He like many
others completely rebuilt the front
of the house and when he put it
up for rent in 1798, it was
advertised, as a 1 HOROUGHLY MODERN BUILT HOUSE. olt was let to GILBERT SMITH , who
established the 0 CassicaL AND COMMERCIAL ScHooL. Olt was part of the COMMERCIAL

ScHooL M OVEMENT , whose aims were to increase the technical capabilities of its students
to keep Britain ahead of its continental rivals and at the forefront of science and
technology. The school had between 7 and 10 pupils and the fees in 1804 consisted of a
1-guinea entrance fee, then for the 6 I&ssicsd 22 guineas a year to study just English or
24 guineas a year to add Latin and French. However, as well as this 6 QssicALO
education, they also undertook 6 @UMERCIAL Ostudies covering topics such as the Globe,
Measurements, Surveying Techniques, and for an extra charge, you could also learn music
and dancing. Sadly, in 1811, one of the pupils, JoHN BiDEN aged 10, suddenly died; the
school lost its reputation and within two years had closed. Later in the 1870s, it was
bought and used as a private house by PHiLIP CHALK; he was a prominent churchwarden
and was also an Auctioneer and Estate Agent, based in Linton and Alexandra Street in
Cambridge. During the First World War, his daughter married a MR GRAIN and the
business alliance brought together two parts of the still going strong 6 KEFFIN, GRAIN AND

CHALKDO In 1944, the County Council bought the house for local teachers and as the
garden was so huge; in the 1950s MR PAINTIN built two houses and two flats in the
grounds also for the use of schoolteachers.

As described in the previous paragraph, for over 300 years there stood this very grand
house with a huge garden and naturally this had to be maintained; therefore the next
house was originally provided for the Gardener and Groom. After the demise of the school
this house was sold off and in the 1850s, DR. FRANCES CHARLES HOWARD bought it and ran
the Local Doctords Surgery here. I n 1855,
issued a COMPULSORY VACCINATION ORDER to a young boy called 6 8iBBINGS 6t0 be
vaccinated against SvALLPOX . Dr Howard died in 1865.

The next we come to nos. 13 and 15 High Street, which have many historical links to the
6 n eGRAVWN INN. It dates mainly from the 16" century, with again a 19" century new
front, but parts inside come from a much earlier 6 Ha | | , ptabablg datihg from the
15th century. In 1802, it was run as a TRIPE SHoP, and then in the 1890s until 1922 when
he died, as previously described, W iLLiam M AUSER W iLLIS used it as his Barbers shop,
with his Photographic Studio in the rear. By the early 1930s, it had changed its use
completely, it was no longer a barbers or photographic studios, it was a Fishmonger and
Fish and Chip shop, a very early version of a late night fast food outlet, as it was run by
Tom W. STReeT, who was also the landlord of the nearby GREENHILL pub. By the late
1930s, its use had changed usage yet again, when it was taken over by M R GEORGE, who
ran it as a Grocer, Tobacconist and Confectioners until the late 1960s.

Greenhill Bakery

Linton late 1930s




The next building is the new CRowN INN opened in 1844; it is still advertised, as a 16™
Century Inn, but the original CRowN INN was actually, where HouLTums or the
INTERNATIONAL STORE used to be. The old Crown Inn operated from 1600, when it was
called the GRIFFIN INN, to 1844 and as described earlier was another upmarket Coaching
Inn, where the Ipswich to London coach, 0 HE RovyAL REGULATORG used to stop three
times a week. When it closed in 1844, |t moved the 150 yards up the road to its present
site. This building previously from the 18" century for over a 100 years had been another
Butchers shop and after that a thriving Wheelwrights and Blacksmiths until 1844. In 1894,
the newly formed, LINTON GRANTA FOOTBALL TEAM first met here. Then at 4.30 in the
afternoon in June 1907, the Crown Inn caught fire. It was quickly brought under control
and put out with not too much damage. As a result of this fire and the one at Balsham
Corner, plus several others, the Linton Parish Council in 1911, decided to replace the old
Napoleonic fire engine, with a much newer, but also second hand modern fire engine.
These were both conscripted during the Second World War and never returned to Linton.
In the 1950s, the CRowN and the Swan were the premier Linton Inns, where the
commercial travel | er s stayed, whi | e t he rest of
downmarket.

The next plot, is the former site of the GRANTA GARAGE, it started out in the 1850s as a
Coopers and Barrel making yard. Then in 1869, GEORGE W ILLIAM GRAYSTON set up and
opened the TREe TuNs BREwWERY and BEerHouse. Here, a well-known local character
JoHNNY  FicGs worked. There had also always been a house on the site, which was
separated from the Crown by just a 10-foot gap. In the early 1920s, PErRcY W ILLIAM
SUCKLING , was operating a Taxi business out of Mill Lane. In 1927, he bought the old
Brewery, demolished the house, built some workshops, and set up the GRANTA GARAGE
(He was the nephew ddilliam Frederick Sucklingwho owned the Cycle shop oppositd)ater
the business was operated by M R CRawLEY and from the 1950s by M R SERGEANT, who
rebuilt the workshop facilities. It was then run until recently, by Jv CrRACKNELL still as
Granta Garage, it had workshop and Ministry of Transport testing facilities, as well as a few
car sales in the side forecourt. However, this has now closed and the buildings are slowly
being demolished and the sites immediate future remains unclear.

The next block of buildings is the now relatively modern Greenhill Flats built in 1983.
Originally, the site was owned by Pembroke College and Barham Hall and consisted of a
wide selection of buildings, including a large Bakery, but in 1709, there was a terrible fire
that destroyed 19 houses in the Greenhill area causing £600 worth of damage. The top
house was bought in 1791 by W oobHAM N AsH, a Brewer from Bishops Storford who had
made all his fortune shipping Beer along the canals to London. He transformed it into the
then upmarket W HITE HART INN ; it had 14 rooms and at the rear had 2 very big yards and
several large barns. By the mid 19" century, it had gone down market somewhat, when it
was described as a PusLic House and even later just as a BEERHOUSE. In 1879, it was
bought by W ipow HAwkKES , she was a very religious person, and in 1898, the rector told
her if she did not sell thisi Ut t er D e n she tould no longeu entér fis clurch.
She immediately sold it to BENSKINS OF W ATFORD. The White Hart building itself actually
stretched to where the central reservation is located today and with the coming of the
automobile, there was an ever-increasing problem with accidents. In 1909 the then very
dilapidated house was sold to ALFRED W HIFFIN for £157. Then on the 19" January 1911,
a Traction Engine and Trailer failed to negotiate the corner properly and crashed, ending
up on its side. The County Council immediately compulsory purchased the old Inn for
£225 and between 1911 and 1912, it was demolished. The building that rose out of this
destruction was a much lower in height construction and became part of the Bakery that
was already owned and run by HERBERT W ILLIAM PoweLL . The other part of this block of



buildings had been a bakery
right from the time they were
first rebuilt in 1709. At the The ik Hovh
outbreak of the Great War’ | . Herbert William Powell's Bakery

there were two large '
bakeries in Linton and we
can compare their relative
size from records of the
0 EEMPTION TRIBUNAL® held
during the First World War,
where key businesses had
to go to explain their

Notice the White Hart Inn has disappeared Part of the Greenhill Farm

reasons for not Wanting to " aH STREET FO GRENHILL-
. . Postcard from around the time of 1st WW
send their staff to war. o it :
From these records we
know t hat Mr Powell 6s bakery used 9 sackwr of

M iTcHELL used 12 sacks of Flour a week. Over the later years as well as being a Bakery,
it was also a Confectioners and later still in the 1940s and 50s it became a Café called the
0 @EENHILL TEAHOUSE, Gun by MR M IEKLEJOHN and M Rs M AciBER. Over time, the
building had been known as either PHOENIX House or W ReEATH House. Then as described
earlier, all these buildings were demolished again in the early 1980s to make way for the
GREENHILL FLATS.

So finally, we have arrived once again at the Greenhill and at the end of a truly
fascinating and highly entertaining Garth lecture. These are truly great fun and if you
would like to come to the next one, make a note in your diary right now as the next part of
our journey starts again on May 17t 2005. When Garth will be looking at 0 EANGES ININTON
TOBUILDINGSSHOPSLANDSCAPES DUE TO MEYWSING AND GENEREVELOPMENT OVER IA&ET25YEARS O

Dates for your March 2005 Diary
Thenext meeting of the West Wickham History club is at 8.00pm on March 7th at West Wickham
whenTIM COCKERIRODGER WHITEMERRIK aboutthe: 0 HI STORY OBLWESTEHN
The next meeting of the Linton and District Historicéd $ecietld on March 15th at 7.30pm in Linto
Village Hall, is a chance to hear all about a beautiful local MarkeR @BEMMNRYY WHEELERe us
an illustrated talk entited:0 L AVENHA M: MEMORES DATHISTHBBRI C T OWNO
So why natome and join us, and have a great evening, there is always lots of news of what is |
locally in the history world and a chance to discuss your own research be it Family or Local His
experts. What more could you possibly askfenearndnly a very small charge for visitors.

And Finally!''True answers from a Catholic Elementary School test on the Bible, exactly as they ar

U WHENMARY HEARD SHE WAS TE MOTHER OFJESUS - SHE SANG THEMAGNA CARTA
U LOTS WIFE WAS A PILLR OF SA_LT DURING THE DAY- BUT A BALL OF FIRE DRING THE NIGHT
U JESUS WAS BORN BECAUE MARY HAD ANIMMACULATE CONTRAPTION
u CHRISTIANSHAVE ONLY ONE SPOUSE & THIS IS CALLED MONOTONY
U SAMSON SLAYED THEPHILISTINES WITH THEAXE OF THEAPOSTLES
A Joke I think! from firs t edition of Linton & Sawston Express, 4 th August 1855:

([DPSOH 7KURZQ $ZD\ (OGHUO\ <RXQJ /DG\ ZLWK YLUWXRXV LQC
PH o "<RX PXVW KDYH JLYHQ KLP WKH PRVW IODJUDQW DQG XQSDL
", VKRXOG RQO\ OLNH WR BEBDUQIQRRQH 'KFN p«  Goodnight!!!

Editorial Content or Suggestions for Stories: 01223 89248@siwoodbate @ btinternet.com
A Large Print Edition with Larger Photographs Will balfleaii Both the Pear Tree & the Parish Church




