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THE “PEARS ANNUAL XMAS 1896” ARCHETYPAL IMAGE OF THE 



Victorian Father Christmas 
(or is it Saint Nicholas or indeed  even Santa Claus) 



A Very Quick Guide to the History of Father 
Christmas 

The 1st of December marks the official start of Winter and from all forecasts, it is going 
to be a cold one.  While most of us know the bible story of Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus and 
the stable in Bethlehem, how many of us actually know the origins of the Christmas story 
on our shores? 

The Christian festival of Christmas began to come to British shores in the 4th century 
AD, when the Roman Emperor Constantine, a convert to Christianity, wrote to Augustine, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and, shrewdly, instructed him to turn existing pagan festivals 
into Christian celebrations.  Thus, the pagan hordes of Britain did not have to give up 
their fun in order to take up the new faith of their Roman masters. 

The period between the 21st December (the shortest day of the year) and the 1st 
January had long been a time for festivities.  The Vikings held the winter festival of JUUL 
(from which our term Yule is derived) in honour of their god Odin on December 21st Both 
the Druids and the heathen Romans also had their own celebrations at this time.  The 
Roman Saturnalia, a festival held to honour the god of agriculture and to ensure an end 
to winter and the return of the sun, was a time of charity, when the wealthy presented 
clothing and money to poorer acquaintances, who in turn gave their rich benefactors 
garlands, tapers and incense with which to decorate their homes.  However, this festival 
was not strictly a family one; rather, the Roman New Year or KALENDS celebration was the 
occasion on which gifts were exchanged between close friends and relatives.  New Year 
had a place in pagan Britain’s festivals as well, with all sorts of ceremonies designed to 
ward off evil spirits and help guarantee a successful crop that year. 

As we moved to the Medieval period, people started to enjoy many of the customs we 
would be familiar with today, they gave gifts, sang carols, decorated their homes, over 
indulged in seasonal food and drink and had their own Father Christmas, known to them 
as Saint Nicholas. 

Saint Nicholas of Myra was born during the fourth century in Patara, a village in what 
is now Turkey.  His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an 
epidemic while Nicholas was very young.  After the Virgin Mary, this Greek Bishop from 
Asia Minor was the most venerated and colourful saint in all of Christendom.  In England 
alone, some 400 churches were dedicated to him, and there are more artistic 
representations of Nicholas than any other saint.  Yet as with many of the early saints, 
little is known for sure about his life; although plenty of rich myth turned what is thought 
to have been a Holy Man prepared to suffer persecution for the truth of orthodoxy, into 
a kindly avuncular figure who bestows gifts on children and saves those in peril by 
miraculous intervention. 

The common image of Nicholas depicted as an old man may be grounded in the 
tradition that he was one of the few saints to escape martyrdom and to die naturally of 
old age at his cathedral.  A fictitious biography by Methodius in the ninth century created 
much of the myth of Saint Nicholas that made him so popular in the west.  When Seljuk 
Muslims overran Asia Minor and sailors brought Nicholas’s relics to Bari, southern Italy in 



1087, a fanfare inauguration blessed by Pope Urban II sealed his fame.  It was reputed 
that from his shrine the soothing fragrance of Myrrh wafted over the poor quarters of 
Bari.  Pilgrims came in droves.  There was a time in the Middle Ages when his shrine was 
one of the most visited in all Europe, bringing great wealth and fortune to the residents 
of Bali. 

Perhaps the most important development of his cult is the institution of Santa Claus.  

Its origins lay in the Netherlands, where the feast of Saint Nicholas or Sinte Klaas, was 

celebrated and presents were given to children.  When migrating Dutch protestants 
transported the custom to New Amsterdam (New York) in the seventeenth century, 

Nordic folklore about the pagan god Thor was added: - 

A Magician riding a Chariot drawn by Reindeer would visit Homes to 
Punish Naughty Children and Reward Good Ones with Presents 

Many of the legends of Saint Nicholas stem back to his first “biography.”  The miracle that turned 
Nicholas into Father Christmas involved a poor man and his three daughters.  The family had fallen on 
hard times and could no longer afford food or clothing, let alone the dowries the girls would need to find 
husbands and faced the real possibility of a life of Slavery or even Prostitution.  Obeying his Christian 

upbringing, Nicholas always used his inheritance to assist 
the needy, the sick, and the suffering.  Nicholas was 
passing the poor man’s house one night when he heard 
the lamenting of the father and his children as they 
discussed their terrible situation.  Immediately, he 
decided to help them [as you read this see if you can pick 
out all the clues to our childhood Christmas customs], 
knowing he had only three bags of gold remaining from 
the considerable fortune his family had left him.  Later 
that night he crept back to the poor man’s house and 
went to the open window of the eldest daughter.  Since it 
was summer, the window was open and Nicholas was 
able to toss inside one of the bags of gold, which landed 
in the girl’s stocking hanging up by the fireplace.  The 
money was a welcome sight for the impoverished family 
and now the eldest daughter had a dowry, and soon she 

was married. 

Exactly the same thing happened when the middle daughter was due to marry, but the suspicions of 
the father were aroused and he was keen to learn the identity of their mystery benefactor.  Therefore, 
when it was the turn of the youngest daughter to marry he lay in wait.  As expected, Nicholas arrived one 
night with a bag of gold.  The father watched with interest as it was now winter and the girl’s window was 
shut, Nicholas soon found the solution to this problem by climbing on the roof and dropped the money 
down the chimney instead.  The bag of gold naturally fell into the girls stocking hanging on the fireplace, 
however, as Nicholas was sneaking away, the father grabbed hold of him and fell to his knees when he 
saw it was the local Bishop.  Nicholas begged him to keep his identity secret and to be simply grateful that 
all his daughter’s futures were now secure. 

It is not difficult to see how the St Nicholas story provided material for the Father 
Christmas legends.  First and foremost, he is the secret provider of gifts.  He comes at 
night, not wanting to be seen, and delivering presents to those who deserve them.  If 
caught he begs not to have his identity revealed and for his kindness to continue to be 
secret.  Are these not the things we all think of with regard to Santa Claus?  Medieval 
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people certainly thought so, they copied him by giving gifts, but at this stage, it was 
carried out not on Christmas Day, but on December 6th, St Nicholas feast day. 

Not only was he the patron saint of Sailors, 
Perfumers, Merchants, Brides, Children and several 
countries including – Russia, Netherlands, Greece and 
Sicily, but also the patron saint of Prostitutes, and 
thieves were known as “Saint Nicholas Clerk’s”, because 
of a reproach he had once made to a gang of robbers 
who promptly returned his stolen goods and mended 
their ways.  It is not surprising, then, that three bags of 
gold or three gold balls, a symbol of giving, became 
associated with Pawn Brokers and as seen to the right 

are one of Saint Nicholas’s 
attributes.  In the Middle ages, 
Lombard Street was home to many Pawnbrokers and when they 
sought a symbol to represent their trade, they took inspiration 
from a statue on top of the Church of St Nicholas in Lombard Street 
- and the statue held three bags of gold.  From then on all the 
Pawnbrokers in Lombard Street used three gold bags or balls as 

their symbol and the custom has stuck to this day. 

As with all these ancient tales, as time goes by they are 
misinterpreted and twisted into a whirlpool of legend and 
confusion.  This happened with surprising results with St 
Nicholas that can be seen locally.  The story of the three girls 
saved from prostitution by throwing three bags of gold to them 
through an open window and down the chimney became the 
basis for Santa Claus’s largesse, as well as the symbol of three 
gold balls adopted by pawnbrokers to signify their patronage.  A 
painting of this story was misinterpreted, when the bags of 
money were mistaken for the three girls heads, and this gave 
rise to the story of the dismembered ‘Children’ in the barrel of 
brine, Nicholas found them and miraculously restored them to 
their former beauty.  While there are many other versions of 
this story, such as the one at Balsham, where St Nicholas has 
rescued three ‘boys’ dismembered bodies and miraculously saved them.  This can be 
seen in their wonderful chancel stained glass window. 

Oh! No! Christmas Has Been Abolished 
Now while most of our poor Mum’s, as they sit totally exhausted, flopped in a 

kitchen chair, too tired to even take their coats off, shopping bags draped all round 
their aching feet, gratefully sipping that piping hot cup of coffee and sneakily 
nibbling away at that naughty cream cake that they were forced to buy at Marks and 
Spencers - will momentarily probably agree that the above might not be a bad idea; 
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however, in reality despite all the over commercialisation of Christmas, most of us 
would be absolutely horrified and bewildered that yet another crazy government 
consultation process had dreamed up such an idea.  Yet, this is exactly what 
happened in seventeenth century England. 

Christmas had been lavishly celebrated in the Tudor and Stuart courts, but the 
Puritans in Great Britain and America were appalled by the revelry of Christmas 
customs and sought to eliminate the celebration.  Oliver Cromwell and his 
parliament Abolished Christmas in England on the 3rd June 1647.  The act, which 
abolished Christmas, read: - 

No Observation shall be had of the Five-and-Twentieth day of 
December; 

Nor any Solemnity Used or Exercised in Churches upon that Day in 
respect thereof 

For 13 years, Parliament sat on Christmas Day and soldiers ensured shops were 
open and churches were closed.  Evergreens were banned and mince pies outlawed 
because they were seen as temptation to wickedness and overindulgence.  In 
Massachusetts, America, Puritan leaders made the celebration of Christmas illegal 
between 1659 and 1681.  One law stated that: 

“Whosoever shall be found observing such a day as 
Christmas shall pay five shillings as a fine” 

Despite government efforts, many people continued to celebrate the holiday in the 
privacy of their homes.  In opposition, more than 10,000 people from Kent signed a 
petition and demanded that 

“If they could not have their Christmas Day, 
they would have the King back on the throne.” 

In 1660, the Royalists returned and Charles II was put on the throne.  The Festival 
of Christmas came back.  It was a welcome return to a great many people and it has 
been with us ever since.  It is widely recorded that Victorian Christmases were the 
most lavishly celebrated and Hedonistic times were had by all, as outlined in the 
infamous “Pears Annual Xmas 1896” [most people detest the term Xmas, but in 
reality it has a very Christian based meaning and is equally as religious as the term 
Christmas, but that explanation will have to wait for another year.]  

Earlier on in the sixteenth century, another group of people were persecuted and 
had their religion and beliefs banned for over 250 years.  After the Reformation and 
Henry VIII’s split from Rome, the Catholics in England during the period from 1558 to 
1829 were prohibited by a Protestant Parliament from any practice of their faith by 
law, whether in private or public.  This greatly affected the villages of Hildersham 
and Sawston, as the Paris and Huddleston families were leading Catholics in 
Cambridgeshire.  However, as they were both closely involved with the Royal family 



with roles such as the Master of the Wardrobe or Privy Chamber, etc they survived 
relatively unscathed.  

As it was a crime to be a Catholic, one of the theories of why the Christmas song 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas” was written was as a ‘Catechism song’, used to help 
young Catholics learn the tenets of their faith, in a secular code designed to escape 
detection and certain punishment by Protestant leaders.  Each line of the song’s 
rhythm is supposed to represent a different Catholic Belief, though much of the 
symbolism is in truth, just as relevant to Protestants, which makes the whole conflict 
between Protestants and the Catholics even more ridiculous and as far away from 
Christianity’s core beliefs as you could possibly get. 

These 12 days between Christmas Day and Epiphany were often a national holiday.  
This would have been a most welcome break for the workers on the land, which in 
Tudor times would have been the majority of the people.  All work, except for 
looking after the animals, would cease, restarting again on the first Monday after 
Twelfth Night.  This as we know so well locally in Balsham, is called “Plough Monday” 
and we will learn more about this next month. 

Returning to the famous song The 12 days of Christmas, the Gifts all have hidden 
meanings.  The True Love mentioned in the song refers to God himself.  The Me refers to 
everyone who receives God’s Gifts in Heaven, which means everyone who has been 
baptized, and the Partridge in a Pear Tree represents Jesus Christ, reigning from the Cross 
(often called a Tree in hymns and poems). 

These are the rest of the ‘Hidden’ meanings in the song: - 
2 Turtle Doves The Old and New Testaments 

3 French Hens Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological virtues 

4 Calling Birds The Four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

5 Gold Rings The First Five books of the Old Testament 

6 Geese-a-laying The Six Days of Creation 

7 Swans-a-swimming The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Seven Sacraments 

8 Maids-a-milking The Eight Beatitudes 

9 Ladies Dancing The Nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit 

10 Lords-a-leaping The Ten Commandments 

11 Pipers Piping The Eleven Faithful Apostles 

12 Drummers Drumming The Twelve Points of the Doctrine in the Apostles Creed 

One of the other theories is that the song The 12 days of Christmas is based on a 
traditional game of forfeits, that was accompanied by gift-giving and used to be played 
on Twelfth Night.  From the Middle Ages until the 19th century, Twelfth Night was 
actually more popular than Christmas Day.  There would be huge parties on Twelfth 
Night and it was traditional to play practical jokes.  These included tricks such as hiding 
live birds in an empty pie case, so that they flew away when your startled guests cut 
open the crusts όǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǊƘȅƳŜ Ψ{ƛƴƎ ŀ {ƻƴƎ ƻŦ {ƛȄǇŜƴŎŜΩ):  

Sing a song of sixpence, The King was in his counting-house, 



A pocket full of rye; 
Four and twenty blackbirds 
Baked in a pie. 
When the pie was opened, 
They all began to sing. 
Now, wasn't that a dainty dish 
To set before the King? 

Counting out his money; 
The Queen was in the parlour 
Eating bread and honey. 
The maid was in the garden, 
Hanging out the clothes. 
Along came a big black bird 
And pecked off her nose! 

In England, the Twelfth Night cake was a rich and dense fruitcake, the ancestor of our 
more modern Christmas cake.  This traditionally contained a bean, if you got the bean 
then you were King and Queen of the Bean and everyone had to do what you told them 
to do.  Sometimes there were also other items in the cake; if you got a clove you were a 
villain and if you got a twig, you were a fool. 

Epiphany is the last day of the Twelve days of 
Christmas.  It is generally seen as the official end of 
the Christmas season and marks the day when 
Christmas decorations are traditionally taken down.  
Yet, despite what many so called religious Christmas 
cards show us, Epiphany actually commemorates 
the revelation to the Magi of Jesus as the son of God 
(the visit of the Three Kings) and this is rarely 
traditionally portrayed in a stable, but more often in 
a temple, as in the wonderful wall painting at 
Hildersham.  In 1330, King Edward I of England 

made offerings of Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh in his Royal Chapel on Epiphany.  Until 
the reign of George III in the eighteenth century, the monarch always attended this 
ceremony.  The service is still held at the Chapel Royal in St James’s Palace in London and 
offerings are made on behalf of Queen Elizabeth.  

HILDERSHAM VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CARD IN AID OF THE ASIA EARTHQUAKE 

RELIEF. 

Rather than sending individual Christmas cards to other houses within Hildersham, why not save 
time and help raise money for all those left homeless after the Asia earthquake, by writing your 
Christmas message on one of the large cards either in the church or the Pear tree pub, and giving a 
donation. 
The cards will be made by children in the village at the advent service and will be available from 
December 1st They will be taken to the Four Seasons Lunch for people to see and sign them there.                       

Mark and Kate Huntsman 

Hildersham Parish Registers over the Christmas 
Period 

 



At Hildersham we have an excellent set of Parish Registers dating back to 1553, 
unlike the customs of today, having your wedding, your child baptised or even your 
family member buried all took place over the Christmas period, this was for various 
reasons, the main one being for most this was the only time in the year that they 
had off.  If we take the dates the 21st December to the 1st January as our period we 
find that since 1569 for Baptisms, 1650 for Burials and 1777 for weddings, there 
have been the following totals at Hildersham, this bearing in mind that the vast 
majority occurred in the 1800s – there have been 74 baptisms, 42 burials and 22 
weddings.  During the period of the Goodwin Rectors there are some very 
interesting Christmases:  We do not always associate this period with sentimentality 
and romance, but if we look at the 1800 Millennium Christmas Day, two couples 
were married at Hildersham.  Then in 1821 on Christmas Day, as part of their 
Morning Holy Communion, they also managed to carry out a wedding and a baptism, 
one cannot be absolutely sure, but it looks like that the families of the two 
ceremonies were not related. 

When Robert Goodwin, became Curate to his father at Hildersham in 1831, the 
celebrations really kicked off at pace, not wanting to hang around that very first year 
Robert introduced a new Christmas Morning extravaganza - the Triple Baptism.  
Things began to move swiftly with at least one of these three ceremonies happening 
each Christmas, this must have caused very mixed emotions. 

In 1847, Robert’s father died and he became Rector, the gloves were now off and 
virtually every year there was an addition to the normal Christmas services.  In 1867, 
we see a double session of Triple Baptisms, the first on Christmas Day, followed by 
another on December 29th.  In 1870, there was a Baptism on Christmas Day, a Burial 
on December 30th, and a Wedding the following Day on New Years Eve.  The 
following year – 1871, there was a Baptism for one family on the 27th December, 
while another desolate family buried their mother the next day on December 28th, as 
she had died on Christmas Day in Childbirth.  Both 1872 and 1873 saw Triple 
Christmas Day Baptism’s performed. 

It seemed to run in families, with some only ever having their children baptised on 
Christmas Day, this was right across the social spectrum, but noticeably the Farmers 
and Blacksmith’s all Baptised their children at Christmas, the Mabbutt’s were 
amongst these.  In the Fens, it was quite common for Blacksmiths to actually 
perform wedding ceremonies, but how wide spread this was in the rest of 
Cambridgeshire I have not yet been able to find out. 

Now Ladies, if you think you are juggling lots of balls this Christmas - what with 
presents to dress! – cards to cook!, trees to write! – children to wrap and mountains 
of food to cook and eat – spare a thought for poor Belinda Osborne – she was the 
wife of the village Blacksmith - we first come across her in the Christmas of 1867.  
The family has just moved here from West Wickham during that summer and the 



Rector Robert Goodwin has obviously been on their case, to set a good example and 
get her children baptised.   

So it is poor Belinda that has the triple baptism on Christmas Day 1867 in her first 
year in the village – her children are Elizabeth who is just one – Mary who is two and 
Albert who is three.  Either the Rector adored baptising her children, not many 
horseshoes needed making in March!!! or she just loved being pregnant and having 
children as well as very stressful Christmases – because Belinda and Robert not only 
had 3 children baptised on Christmas Day 1867, but they also had John baptised on 
Christmas Day 1870, Sarah Simkin baptised on Christmas Day 1872 and finally Fanny 
Ellen baptised on Christmas Day 1873.  Sadly, Fanny died of Diphtheria in 1884 aged 
just 10, and not long after Belinda either broken hearted or simply just completely 
worn out followed her to the grave. 

1886, saw a wedding on December the 23rd, another on Christmas Day and a triple 
Baptism on Boxing Day, but after that things returned to relative normality with only 
one additional ceremony to the normal Christmas services, roughly every other year.  
The Reverend Robert Goodwin himself passed away in the Christmas period on the 
day before the end of the 19th Century on the 30th December 1899 and there are not 
many people that can claim that they died in one century and were buried in the 
next – Robert Goodwin was born and bred in Hildersham and is one of the villages 
most famous and influential sons.  He was laid to rest in the family vault on the 3rd 
January 1900 aged 83, his greatest wish was to be buried in the Chancel that he had 
lavished so much love over with almost 40 years of restoration – but the law had 
been changed and church internments were no longer permitted.  He left many 
legacies to the village, one of them we hear each Sunday – as Robert still sends us 
the word of God - wafting on the back of the notes of the hymns and psalms played 

on our beautiful organ – long may he be remembered for all his great works. m  

East Anglian Air Ambulance 
Hildersham has a great tradition for supporting the East Anglian Air Ambulance & one never knows 

when you might need it to help save you or a member of your families life.  The amount that this year’s 
Hildersham & Balsham Churches Cross Country Sponsored Ride has just been released and it has been a 
fantastic bumper Silver Jubilee Year with a total of over £6000 being donated to our three nominated 
charities & for 2006 we have decided to support the Air Ambulance again.  The Pear Tree has always been 
at the forefront of supporting worthwhile charities through all its fantastic fund raising schemes & it too 
has for the last few years supported the Air Ambulance.  One such recent event, that was an absolutely 

great way to spend a Saturday Morning was the άCǳƭƭ aƻƴǘȅέ – Hildersham’s first Communal Breakfast.  

Fifty Three intrepid gastronomes gathered to sample the delights of David & Diane’s kitchen with 
delicacies such as smoked salmon & scrambled eggs, with a side order of Bucks Fizz  - to the plate laden 
‘Full Monty’ washed down with copious cups of piping hot tea & coffee.  A great morning was had by all, 
& much more importantly £276 was directly raised for the Air Ambulance, while another £56 was raised 
through sales of ‘Anglia One’ cards & collectables. 



The next always great fun & not to be missed event is the “Annual 
Pear Tree Auction” on Monday December 19th from 8.30pm, again 

with proceeds going to the Air Ambulance. 

A PERSONAL REQUEST 
I am on the lookout for a old pair of Roller skates or even a no-

longer used skate board – as a way to help with the transportation 
of my display boards 

Can Anyone Help? 

HILDERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 9TH
 

NOVEMBER 2005 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
EXCESSIVE NOISE LEVELS IN THE VILLAGE:  Mr Derek Brooker raised a complaint, about the 
Motocross event held on 2nd October, on the Parish Council Chairman Gerald Franklin’s 
land.  The noise levels in the village during the day were reported to be very loud.  Four 
letters of complaint have been received about this event.  Mr Brooker felt strongly that 
Mr Franklin should not host similar events again.  It was suggested that forewarning 
villagers about similar future events might make the event more acceptable to 
parishioners. 
VILLAGE HALL - ABUSE BY SOME HIRERS:  It was noticed that a recent hirer of the village hall, 
had used a bouncy castle inside the hall, despite this being against the booking 
agreement.  It was suggested that a refundable deposit should be paid by hirers to cover 
possible damage.  It was also reported that the Hildersham Parish Council archives show 
that the Recreation Hut always used to have a separate Management Committee and 
that it was considered that it would be a good idea that this was reformed, to not only 
help support the village hall manager in matters like this, but also to help with the Village 
Hall restoration scheme.  Interestingly, this idea had already been added to the Agenda, 
by other councillors. 
PROBLEMS AGAIN REPORTED WITH DAMAGE TO THE GRASS AT MEADOWLANDS:  It was reported that a 
delivery van has damaged the green at Meadowlands; Councillor Smith agreed to follow 
this up.  Since the Parish Council meeting the following has been received: 

"Joan Smith, as District Councillor, followed up on complaints about the unsightly 
effects of parking on Meadowlands green as requested at the last Parish Council.  
The District Council had promised to put in measures to deter parking in accordance 
with the wishes of local residents as revealed by a survey.  She received this reply 
from the Council:  

Dear Cllr Mrs Smith, after the residents survey and their preferred choice of a perimeter fence to 
the green, I asked the DLO for a quotation for the necessary fencing.  Due to budget constraints 
there will be no fencing this financial year, I am not sure there will be a budget allocated for such 
schemes next year.  The reason being that priority will be given to works necessary to bring 
Council stock up to 'Decent Homes' standard.  As the residents were so co-operative in the 
decision-making, perhaps they would like to form a residents group as a means of applying for 
funding from the Tenant Participation Budget, providing that exists next year. 

However, Councillor Joan Smith suggests it might be quicker and more effective if 
Meadowlands residents or the Parish Council could between them delimit the edges 

 



of the green with some suitable planting, pots, or small rocks.  With the severe 
effects capping is having on the District Council's budget she feels it would be unwise 
to rely on there being much, if anything, in next year's Tenant Participation Budget." 

This new information needs to be carefully considered by the residents of Meadowlands 
and together with the Parish Council, they need to discuss the most appropriate way to 
resolve this ongoing problem, as this situation cannot just be left; as the green is 
wantonly being destroyed and turned into a quagmire and the Meadowlands residents 
life made a misery.   

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
The new Clerk, Paula Harper, was welcomed. 

PINE TREE BY BRIDGE:  The pine tree with a dead branch by the bridge will be reported to the 
SCDC trees officer, Mr Hellingsworth. 

CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA:  Mr Wright has been cutting the children’s play area grass 
fortnightly, he will be asked to give it one more cut this year and to supply a price to do 
the work again next year. 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT ς COUNCILLOR JOAN SMITH: 
A) S.C.D.C. CAPPING:  Councillor Smith said that the District Council, to meet the budget set 
by the government, has agreed the cuts required.  Most services’ costs will increase and 
further cuts are likely, along with a complete reorganisation of the District Council.  
Council tax bills will arrive in November, with Band D households receiving a 
credit/deduction of 90p/week.  Councillor Smith reported that the SCDC would fulfil all 
its statutory requirements, however the future of services such as Arts events could not 
be guaranteed.  She suggested consulting the SCDC website for further details. 

B) VILLAGE BRIDGE REPAIRS:  Councillor Smith reported that Councillor John Batchelor was 
looking at the issue with the bridge in the village.  This followed the report that the 
brickwork and capping stones on both the downstream retaining walls have been pushed 
forward and in some cases fallen into the river, also the northern upstream wall needs 
repairing.  The County Council have inspected this and have confirmed that they are 
responsible for the repairs and that they will be carried out by their contractors Ringway.  
This will also require the removal of two trees, one on each side of the downstream 
banks. 

C) DROPPED KERBS FOR DISABLED ACCESS:  Councillor Smith was asked by Parish Councillor Ian 
Cutter about the possibility of having some dropped kerbs at Beech Row, to help with 
Disabled Access.  Councillor Smith suggested that the whole village should be walked 
with a disabled person, to identify the problem areas and where the kerbs needed 
lowering.  It was agreed that this should be done. 

D) HISTORICAL RESOURCE AND CULTURAL CENTRE (HRCC)  Councillor Smith reported that in 2007, 
construction of the County Council’s planned Historical Resource and Cultural Centre 
(HRCC) for Cambridgeshire is expected to start.  They hope that this will take place at the 
old Fosters Mill and will be part of the redevelopment of the Cambridge railway station 
area being undertaken by the Ashwell Group. 



The County Record Office Cambridge (Archives), the Historic Environment Record, 
formerly known as the Sites and Monuments Record (Archaeology), and the 
Cambridgeshire Collection (Local Studies) will be housed in the HRCC, with computer 
facilities and a study area.  Outline plans also include display and exhibition space for 
artefacts and artistic work, and meeting rooms for cultural events. 
So that the County Council gets as many points of view as possible, they would like you to 
help them plan services and facilities for this exciting project by taking part in the 
consultation process.  The new centre will be preserving and displaying history for future 
generations, and creating a dynamic place for learning, debate and growth in 
understanding.  If you would like to take part, please complete the enclosed consultation 
document and return it by the 7th January 2006. 

VILLAGE HALL REFURBISHMENT: 
Councillor Jenny Logan reported back on a site meeting with Mr Simon Sparrow, a 
carpenter and Mr Terry Mann, an electrician.  Quotes were requested from them in time 
for the January meeting of the Parish Council.  Plumbers still need to look at the 
refurbishment requirements; Mr E.Randall and Plumbline were suggested.  The question 
was raised why George Smith has not sent in a quote, as he helped set the refurbishment 
specifications. 

However, it was generally felt that the whole project needed a new impetus and injection 
of fresh ideas.  Therefore, the previously suggested idea of a Village Hall Management 
Committee was agreed and warmly welcomed.  Parish Councillors, Jenny Logan, Ray 
Linsey, and Mark Huntsman agreed to be on the committee, along with parishioners 
Robin Meikle and Andrew Westwood-Bate.  Councillor Jenny Logan has arranged the first 
meeting of this committee for the first week in December. 

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE: 
The following matters were discussed: 
1: The Parish Councillors were all in favour of having a kerb created between the bridge 
and Mr Levitt’s cottage.  The work will be funded from the County Council’s budget next 
year.  

2: The resurfacing in Blench Lane will be completed, but no timescale has been given.  

3: The Highways dept. is looking at tarmacing the rough surfaces on the north and south 
side access slopes of the ford crossing of the river.  

4: All drains and gullies are on a list to be cleaned out.  

5: On the path between Hildersham and Abington, the shingle will be cleared away and 
overgrown bushes removed by the Highways dept.  

6: It was suggested that a more covert speed-check should be sought from the police, via 
David Lines of Cambridgeshire County Council.  

7: Councillor Mark Huntsman suggested that various Copse’ needed to be cleared out 
and that a working party should be arranged to do this. 

8: It was reported that there was a great deal of over hanging branches wrapped around 
the telephone and power lines throughout the village.  It was agreed that this required 
urgent action, especially as a bad winter had been widely forecast, it was agreed to 



contact the SCDC trees officer, Mr Hellingsworth to help highlight the trees that need 
trimming. 

9: Parish Council Chairman Gerald Franklin agreed to contact Donarbon Ltd, about 
removing the asbestos buildings and sheets from the allotment area and recreation 
ground. 

10: Parish Council Chairman Gerald Franklin reported that he had repaired the south 
holding gate, and that it still needed a chain and padlock to increase its security. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   
1: Mr Huntsman suggested that the village create two large Christmas cards for villagers 
to sign to each other, and donate money to Asia-quake.  One could be held at the pub 
and the other in the church.  This idea was welcomed. 

2: Jo and Carol Sinclair have requested an allotment.  The Clerk is to meet with them.  

3: Parish Council Chairman Mr Franklin attended the A1307 meeting; they discussed 
interactive signs, traffic lights near the school and a possible ‘Park and Ride’ site for 
people travelling to Haverhill to be located at Abington. 

4: The parish clerk agreed to find out who is responsible for the ‘SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL’ 
scheme.  It can then be established whether they can help to provide a safer way to cross 
the A1307 for school children going to Abington and bus passengers crossing to the far 
bus stop. 

5: The gate into the recreation ground needs replacing.  It was thought that one was to 
be provided by the Parish Paths group.  The parish clerk agreed to find out the answer. 

At this point in the meeting it was agreed that the letters of complaint about the 
Motocross event should be discussed. 

Mr Franklin declared an interest in this issue so left the meeting, and did not return. 

It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would write to all four Parishioners who complained 
about the Motocross event, and to Parish Council Chairman Mr Franklin.  Mr Franklin will 
be asked to give the Parish Council a minimum of two months notice of any similar 
events, he may host.m  

---ooo000ooo--- 

NEW HILDERSHAM PARISH CLERK 

PAULA HARPER 

1 Magna Close, Great Abington, Cambridge 

01223 892000  -  paulah@clara.co.uk 

If you have any thoughts or comments on any of these issues, 

You are more than welcome to raise them at the next Parish Council Meeting taking place at 

7.30 PM ON WEDNESDAY 11th JANUARY 2006 
FOR HILDERSHAM EXPRESS 

ADVERTISING OR EDITORIAL ISSUES 

Please phone 01223 892430 or e-mail: a.westwoodbate@btinternet.com 
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mailto:a.westwoodbate@btinternet.com


It should be noted that the Editorial Opinions and Views expressed in the HILDERSHAM EXPRESS 

Do not always reflect the opinions and views held by the Hildersham Parish Council 

HOWEVER, THE REPORTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS BASED ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

AWB-2005 © - Large Print Version in the Pear Tree Inn and Parish Church 

 


