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Linton:

he title of my lecture being the neighbourhood

of Hildersham & Abington, we will start out of

my own gate at Linton, which you see in the
illustration No. 1.

This picture was taken at least 50 years ago (1874. The
small children have become grandfathers & grandmothers, &
the young ‘plane’ sapling has grown into a lofty tree.

The “Dog & Duck” looks much as it has done for a
century or more, & the window of “Whiffen’s Bakehouse” has
not been altered. We pass over the bridge & take a look across
the ford at the “Swan”, as it was when the pretty daughters of
mine host were a ‘lodestone’ to the youth of the University.

(see Illustration No. 2.). The wooden shutters give a
rustic appearance to the house, in which the ‘Petty Sessions’
were then held.

The iron bridge which has now taken the place of the
ford was built about 1868. It cost £650, which was raised
partly by private subscription & partly by a Linton parish rate
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of 10d. in the £. The bridge over the river at Abington Boum
Bridge 1568) Was made nearly 300 years earlier.

Passing across the cricket meadow (@ Linton), which was
once an open common, and meeting place of the hundred of
“Chilford”, we come to the ‘Clapper Stile’, which is not only a
curiosity in itself, but marks the ancient boundary between the
villages of Great & Little Linton, which were once as separate
from one another as Linton & Hildersham are now. I used to
think that this stile was unique, until I found one in the
meadows, near “Battle Abbey”, in Sussex.

Little Linton:

he Village of Little Linton has now shrunk into
a farm & two cottages, but was once much
larger. If you dig into any of the ridges or
hillocks which you see in the meadow, you will find bits of
Roman Pottery, Oyster shells & Medieval pottery, showing that
the ground was once occupied by houses. The oldest parts of

the present farmhouse were built around 1650, the chimney
stack with diagonal shafts being the indication of date.

Mr Giles Joscelyn was then the tenant. He had become a
prominent ‘Royalist, but grace came to him & he turned
‘Quaker’. He was buried in the Quaker burial ground which
lies under the ‘Shepherd’s Hall, with his favourite pony
besides him.

A little further on you cross the old road which used to
lead from ‘Catley’ (Catley Park) to Little Linton water-mill (see
[lustration No. 3.). The road is now part of the meadow,

& the mill has disappeared altogether. It was in use 50 years

ago (1874)., & the house was inhabited up to 25 years ago (1899,
& pulled down in about 1903.
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Little Linton was a place of great importance at one time
judging from the remains of the four ‘moats’ there, enclosing
more than eleven acres.

Just before you come to the wood called the “Cow

Gallery”, you may sel



