The History of Hildersham Road Bridge & Hildersham Hall Boating Lake

Hildersham was the last Parish in Cambridgeshire to be Inclosed & the actual Hildersham Inclosure
Award of April 1889, when the Recreation Ground & Allotments were created; also in the award were the
approval plans for the Village Bridge & the straightening of the river.

This required an act of parliament to be passed and this was based on the details of a report by the land
commmissioners 6 years earlier in February 1883.

The special provisions for the benefit of the neighbourhood are, (1) the setting out in the
centre of the village of a recreation ground, eight acres in extent, which, after drainagg and
the straightening of the stream, will be in all respects adaptedtha purpose; (2) the
allotting for field gardens of about 15 acres of the most suitable land in the parish, as
regards quality, aspect, proximity, and accessibility, which has been made allottable py the
owner for this particular object; (3) the construmti of a bridge, with the necessafy
approaches, to carry the public road through the village across the stream, which npw at
flood times renders the passage from one side of the village to the other impracticable; (4)
the straightening of the course of th&ream in its approach to and after passing under the
new bridge. New roads and paths are to be set out and made, as may be found convenient
for public use. It will also be of advantage to fence éxesting roads, almost all of which afre
now open, and atlw cattle to stray on the adjoing lands.

It gives a very interesting description of Hildersham, of the way the village was damp & regularly flooded
how the river ran a very twisted and torturous route & how we could have possibly become wealthy by
growing watercress!!!

Quite a lot changed between the report & the actual Inclosure Award.

The lady in the village with a huge fortune, was Mrs Elizabeth Hemmington-Goodwin, she was the older
sister of the Revd Robert Goodwin that transformed our parish church. She had amassed this fortune by
marrying John Hemmington of Trumpington; he was in his 70s & she in her early 20s. The dear man
passed away after a few years of marriage and the Trumpington fortune came to Hildersham & Elizabeth
became a very powerful widow, (this was the only way a women could remain in control of money or
property was as a widow).

Elizabeth provided the money for the road bridge, as she wanted the river to be straightened to improve
her vista from her carriage; that she would sit in on the brow of the bridge with her other ladies of
standing and have a picnic on a Sunday afternoon, insisting that everyone else used the ford & cast their
eyes up stream as they crossed.

Interestingly & quite logically, the Bridge was built on dry land & the river moved to the bridge!!!!!
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The History of Hildersham Road Bridge & Hildersham Hall Boating Lake

The 1885 Ordnance survey map is very interesting as it shows several things:
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I have added a red block where the village hall would be, if you look across the field opposite the
village hall you can see the old river bed, by this map in 1985 there was a small foot bridge here.
The size of Burford’s farms, biggest farm in Hildersham

The watermill, with a road going directly across the fields to the old smock mill at Furze Hills
The new river route I coloured yellow

You can see the common fields called “Night Common” & “Midsummer Common”. There are
very good reasons for these names. (1) Night Common, this was only a common at night, as by
day the sluice valves were changed and the field was turned into a water meadow, Mark
Huntsman has found old wooden sections in the river bed, that could be associated sluices. (2)
Midsummer Common, this was called this as it was normally only relatively dry in the mid
summer.

House is already at, where Manor Farm (allotment) bungalow is today.

Today's Village footpath routes already being established

By 1904, the Inclosure award had taken place and the river was straightened:

Again the 1904 Ordnance Survey map shows interesting points:
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I have added a red block where the village hall would be, if you look across the field opposite the
village hall you can still see the old river bed.

The size of Burford's farms, biggest farm in Hildersham

The watermill, with a road still going directly across the fields to the old smock mill at Furze
Hills. The dots in the river show the parish boundary and it passed up the centre of the river and
through the Mill wheel, until the 1930’s Hildersham Water Mill was actually in Linton.
Midsummer Common is now the Recreation Ground & the Mill Meadow, at the time owned by
the Huddleston Pampisford Estate.

Hildersham Hall, the old Netherhall estate was sold in 1800 by Mortlock the Cambridge banking family,
because Hildersham refused to be inclosed at this date. It was bought by Thomas Fasset and the new
hall was built in 1807 and the estate re-landscaped by Edward Lapidge over the following years. Edward
Lapidge also designed the new Cambridge Botanic gardens and was a great friend of Professor Henslow
and Charles Darwin. It is almost inevitable that both these men came to Hildersham. The Parker-
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