Vari ous | nf or maMantha n

WereMary Magdalene & Martha & Lazarus Sil3lings

“\U

F SADUSA - (DARIA ~(IRG:

=k — ‘ ST "‘J;, ,..i‘ N2 e =
B S Smm— e .
\\w}“ ‘j_._,

» 'E -3
Tk 2
. | ;
\ 4 \ o 3 ”

Mary Magdaleng& Martha Hildersham 14Century

1| Page



nf or maManha n

Mary Magdaleng& Martha Hildershan20" Century

2| Page



Var i

Ous I

nf or maManha n

Mary of Bethany

Mary of Bethany (JudeeAramaic ++ _Mar y,Unr ender ed
Greekof theNew Testamentform of Hebrew ,

€ z U Koide N
Mi r yMitiem, "wished for child",

"bitter” or "rebellious") is aiblical figure described in th&ospelsof JohnandLuke in the
ChristianNew TestamentTogether with heriklings Lazarusand Marthg she is described
as living in the village oBethanynearJerusalemIn Roman Gtholic tradition, Mary of
Bethany is identified aMary Magdalengof whom more is recorded in the gospels as well
as in later traditions), while iRastern OrthodoandProtestantraditions they are considered

Christ in the House of Martha an
Mary, Johannes Vermegbefore
16541655, oil on canvas
(National Gallery of Scotland
Edinburgh) - Mary is seated at thg
feet of Jesus

Venerated irOrthodox Church
Roman Catholic ChurcfasMary
Magdaleng Anglican
Communion Lutheranism

Feast:

June 4 (Orthodox), July 29
(Lutheran/Anglican)

separate persons. The Orthodox Church has its own traditions
regarding Mary of Bethany's life beyond the gospel accounts.

Biblical references

In the Gospel of Luke Jesus visits the home of two sisters
named Mary and Martha. Mary is camdted with her sister
Martha, who was "cumbered about many thifgs**? while
Jesus was their guest, while Mary had chosen "the better part,’
that of listening to the aster's discours8. The name of their
village is not recorded, nor any mention of whether Jesus was
near Jerusalem:

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he danse

vilage where a woman named Martha opened her home to
him. She had a sister callddary , who sat at t
listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the
preparations that had to be made. She came to him and aske

ALorddt dpou care that my si s
by mysel f? Tell her to helop
answered, Ayou are worried a

only one thing is needeary has chosen what is better, and
itwillnotbetake away from her . o

T Luke 10:3842, New International Version

For Mary to sit at Jesus' feet, and for him to allow her to do so, was itself controversial. |
doing so, as one commentator notes, Mary took "the place of a disciple by sitting at the fe
of the teacher. It was unusual for a woman in -fiesttury Judaism tde accepted by a

teacher as a discipl&"

In the Gospel of Johnpa Mary appearsiiconnection two incidents: thiaising from the dead
of her brother Lazarlié*@ and theanointing of Jesu$®? The identifi@tion of this being
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the same Mary in both incidents is given explicitly by the author: "Now a man name:
Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Th
Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one whedoperfume on the
Lord and wiped his feet with her half*"**2 The mention of her sister Martha suggests a
connection with the aforementioned woman in Luke.

In the account of the raising of Lazarus, Jesus meets
with the sisters in turn: Martha followed by Mary.
Martha goes immediately to meet Jesus as he arrives,
while Mary waits until she is called. As one
commentator notes, "Martha, the more aggressive
sister, went to meet Jesus, while quiet and
contemplative Mary stayed home. This portrayal of
. B = ° = J | the sisters agrees with that found in Luke 16428
Christ in the House of Simday Dieric When_ Mary meets Jesu sh(_a falls at his feet. In _
Bouts 1440s (Staatliche Museen, | Speaking with Jesus, both sisters lament that he did
Berlin) not arrive in time to prevent their brother's death:
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died P32 Byt where Jesus' response to Martha is one of teaching calling her t
hope and faith, his response to Mary is more emotional: "When Jesus saw her weeping, :
the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, hedegsy moved in spirit and
troubled”"**3*3 As the 17th century British commentatbatthew Henry notes, "Mary
added no more, as Martha did; but it appears, by what follows, that what she fell short
words she made up in tears; she said less than Martha, but wept‘more."

Anointing of Jesus

A narrative in which Mary of Bethany plays a central role (in at least one of the accounts)
the anointing of Jesysan event reported bhe¢ Synoptic Gospeland theGospel of Johmn
which a woman pours the entire contents ofatabastrorof very expensiveperfumeover

the heaf" 261 Mk143 or feeb"123 of Jesus. Only in the John accdlt*® is the woman
identified as Mary, with the earlier referenceJwhnl1:1-2 estabishing her as the sister of
Martha and Lazarus.

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Je
had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, wl|
Lazarus was among those recloiat the table with him. ThelWlary took about a pint of
pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with
hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot,onkas later to betray him, objected, "Why wasn't
this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." He did |
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say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the ir
bag, he used to helprhself to what was put into it.

"Leave her alone,"” Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this perfume for
day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have
me . 0

T John12:1-8, New International Version

The woman's name is not given in the Gospel#atthew?***¥ and Mark,***% but the
event is likewise placed in Bethany, specifically at the home ofSomen the Lepera man
whose significance is not explained elsewhere in the gospels.

According to the Markan account, the perfume was the purespikénard Some of the
onlookersare angered because this expensive perfume could have been sold for a ye;
wages, which Mark enumerates as 8@darii and the money given to the poor. The Gospel
of Matthew states thahe "disciples were indignant" and John's gospel states that it wa:
Judas Iscarioivho was most offended (which is explained by the narrator as being becau:
Judas was a thieind desired the money for himself). In the accounts, Jesus justifies Mary'
action by stating that they would always have the poor among them and would be able
help them whenever they desired, but that he would not always be with them. He says t
her anointing was done to prepare him for his burial. As one commentator notes, "Mat
seems to have been the only one who was sensitive to the impending death of Jesus and
was willing to give a material expression of her esteem for him. Jesus' reply bBilswows
appreciation of her act of devotiol'The accounts in Matthew and Mark adds these words
of Jesus, "l tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preachmedghout the world, what
she has done will also be told, in memory of H&*3 1142

Easton (1897) noted that it would appear from the circumstances that the family of Lazar
possessed a family vat*3® and that a large number of Jews from Jdamacame to
console them on the death of Lazdri5;*% that this family at Bethany belonged to the
wealthier class of the people. This would help explain how Mary tid®g could afford to
possess quantities of expensive perflifne.

A similar anointing is described in tf@ospel of LukE*¥ as occurring at the home of one
Simon thePhariseen which a wanan who had been sinful all her life, and who was crying,
anointed Jesus' feet and, when her tears started to fall on his feet, she wiped them with
hair. Luke's account (as well as John's) differs from that of Matthew and Mark by relatin
that the anaiting is to the feet rather than the head. Although it is a subject of considerab
debate, many scholars hold that these actually describe two separaté&events.

It should alsdoe noted that Jesus' response to the anointing in Luke is completely differel
from that recorded in the other gospels. Rather than Jesus*-m@ieow@ned comments on
the "poor you will always have with you", here he tells his hostRhrable of the Two
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Debtors As one commentator notes, "Luke is the only one to record the parable of the tw
debtors, and he chooses to preserve it in this setting.nelfconsiders the other gospel
accounts as a variation of the same event, it is likely that the parable is not authentically s
Otherwise, the powerful message from the parable located in this setting would likely k
preserved elsewhere, too. However, ofie considers the story historically accurate,
happening in Jesus' life apart from the similar incidents recorded in the other gospels, f
question of the authenticity of the parable receives a different answer... John Nollan
following Wilckens' ideaswrites: 'There can hardly be a prior form of the episode not
containing the present parable, since this would leave the Pharisee's concerns of v 39 with
adequate responsé&!”

Catholic identification with Mary Magdalene

In Roman Catholidradition, Mary of Bethany is identified ddary Magdalengwhile in
Eastern Orthodox and Protestant traditions they are considered separate persons.
Catholic Encyclopedig1910) states, "Tér Greek Fathers, as a whole, distinguish the three
persons: the "sinner" dfuke 7:36-50; the sister of Martha and Lazarusike 10:3842 and
Johnll, and Mary Magdalen. On the other hand most of the Latins hold that these thre
were one and the same. fstant critics, however, believe there were two, if not three,
distinct personst®

The author of the Catholic Encyclopedia article goes on to enumerate the accouaksaif ea
these three persons (the unnamed "sinner", Mary Magdalene, and Mary of Bethany) in f

Gospel of Luke and concludes that based
identification of the three persons, and if we had only Luke to guide whowdd certainly
have no grounds for so identifying them

Catholic position equating Mary of Bethany with the sinful woman of Luke by referring to
Johnl1:2, where Mary is identified as the woman who anointed Jesus, and noting that th
reference iIis given before Johnds account

John, however, clearly identifies Mary of Bethany with the woman wiointed Christ's
feet (12; cf.Matthew26 andMark 14). It is remarkable that already dohnl11:2 John has
spoken of Mary as "she that anointed the Lord's féet'aleipsasalt is commonly said that

he refers to the subsequent anointing which he himselfidescn12:38; but it may be
guestioned whether he would have usedleipsasa another woman, and she a "sinner" in
the city, had done the same. It is conceivabl lohn, just because he is writing so long
after the event and at a time when Mary was dead, wishes to point out to us that she
really the same as the "sinner." In the same way Luke may have veiled her identity precist
because he did not wish tofdme one who was yet living; he certainly does something
similar in the case of St. Matthew whose identity with Levi the publican (5:7) he conceals.
the Z{)YEegoing argument holds good, Mary of Bethany and the "sinner" are one and tl
same.
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The Catholic Encyclopedia author then explains the identification of Mary of Bethany witl
Mary Magdalene by the presumption that,
anointinghim, it would be incredible that she should also not have been at his crucifixior
and resurrection. Since Mary Magdelene is reported to have been present on those occasi
by this reasoning, she must therefore be the same person as Mary of Bethany:

An examination of John's Gospel makes it almost impossible to deny the identity of Mary c
Bethany with Mary Magdalen. From John we learn the name of the "woman" who anointe
Christ's feet previous to the last supper. We may remark here that it seems umnégessa
hold that because Matthew and Mark say "two days before the Passover”, while John s;
"six days" there were, therefore, two distinct anointings following one another. John does n
necessarily mean that the supper and the anointing took placeysivefare, but only that
Christ came to Bethany six days before the Passover. At that supper, then, Mary received
glorious encomium, "she hath wrought a good work upon Me...in pouring this ointment upc
My body she hath done it for My burial...wheregeethis Gospel shall be preached...that
also which she hath done shall be told for a memory of her." Is it credible, in view of all this
that this Mary should have no place at the foot of the cross, nor at the tomb of Christ? Ye
iIs Mary Magdalen whoaccording to all the Evangelists, stood at the foot of the cross anc
assisted at the entombment and was the first recorded witness of the Resurrection. And w
John calls her "Mary Magdalen" in 19:25, 20:1, and 20:18, he calls her simply "Mary" ir
20:11and 20:167

French scholar Victor Saxer dates the identification of Mary Magdalene as a prostitute, a
as Mary of Bethany, to a sermon Byppe Gregory the Grean September 21, 591 A.D.,
where he seemed to combine the actions of three women mentioned in the New Testarr
and also identified an unnamed woman as Mary Magdalenanother sermon, Gregory
specifically identified Mary Magdalene as the sister of Martha mentioned in LuRe 10.

Eastern Orthodox tradition

In Orthodox Church tradition, Maryf @Bethany is honored as a separate individual from
Mary Magdalene. Though they are not specifically nhamed as such in the gospels, t
Orthodox Church counts Mary and Martha amongMiyerh-bearing WomenThese faithful
followers of Jesus stood at Golgotha during @recifixion of Jesusand later came to his
tomb early on the morning follang the Sabbathwith myrrh (expensive oil), according to
the Jewish tradition, to anoint their Lord's body.eTMyrrhbearers became the first
witnesses to th&esurrection of Jesufinding the empty tomb and hearing the joyful news
from an angel’

Orthodox tradition also relates that Mary's brother Lazarus was cast out of Jerusalem in 1
persecution against the Jerusalem Church following the martyrdo8t. dbtephenHis
sisters Mary and Martha fled Judea with him, assisting him in the proclaiming of the Gosp
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in various land$” The threedter moved te€Cyprus where Lazarus became the first Bishop
of Kition (modernLarnaca.*"! All three died inCyprus

Commemoration as a Saint

St. Mary of Bethany is commemorated in tBastern Orthodoxand Eastern Catholic
Churches with her sister Martha dane 4, as well as on the Sunday of thyrrhbearers
(the Third Sunday oPaschai.e. the Third Sunday of Easter). She also figures prominently
in the commemorations drazarus Saturdafthe day befor&®alm Sunday

She is commemorated dualy 29 in the Calendar of Saintsf the Lutheran Churclitogether
with Martha and Lazarus) and in ti@galendar of saintsf the Episcopal Churcland the
Church of Englandtogether with Martha)?

St. Mary MagdaleincAaTHoLICENCYCLOPEDIA

Mary Magdalen was so called either frdvhagdalanear Tiberias on the west shore of
Galileg or possibly from a&almudicexpression meaning "curlingomen'shair,” which the
Talmudexplains as of an adulteress.

In the New Testamenshe is mentioned among te@menwho accompaniedhrist and
ministered to Himl(uke 8:23), where it is also said that seveavils had beercast outof
her Mark 16:9. She is next named as standing at the foot ofctiess (Mark 1540;
Matthew 27:56 John 19:25Luke 23:49. Shesaw Christlaid in thetomb, and she was the
first recorded witness of tHeesurection

The GreekFathersas a whole, distinguish the thigersons

« the "sinner" ofLuke 7:3650;
« the sister oMarthaandLazarus Luke 10:3842 andJohn 11 and
. Mary Magdalen.

On the other hand most of thatins hold that these three were one and the s&raestant
critics, however,believethere were two, if not three, distinpersons It is impossible to
demonstrate the identity of the three; but those commentators undoubtedly go too far w
assert, as does Westcott (gohn 11:}, "that the identity of Mary with Mary Magdalene is a
mere conjecture supported by no direct evidence, and opposed to the general tenour of
gospels' It is the identification of Mary of Bethany with the "sinner"lafke 7:37 which is
most combatted bfProtestantslt almost seems as if this reluctance to identify the "sinner"
with the sister oMarthawere due to a failure to grasp the full significance of the forgiveness
of sin. The harmonizing tendencies of so many modaeitics, too, are responsible for much

of the existing confusion.
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The first fact, mentioned in th&ospelrelating to the question under discussion is the
anointing ofChrist'sfeet by awoman a "sinner" in the cityl{uke 7:3#50). This belongs to

the Galileanministry, it precedes theiracleof the feeding of the five thousand and the third
Passoverimmediately afterwardSt. Luke describes a missionary circuit @alileeand tells

us of thewomen who ministered toChrist among them being "Mary who is called
Magdalen, out of whom sevelevilsweregone forth (Luke 8:2; but he does not tell us that
she is to be identified with the "sinner" of the previous chaptet0I8842, he tells us of
Christ'svisit to Marthaand Mary "in a certain town"; it is impossible to identify this town,
but it is clear fron0:53 thatChristhad definitively leftGalileg and it is quite possible that
this "town" wasBethany This seems confirmed by the precediparableof the good
Samaritan which must almost certainly have been spoken on the road belwaeinoand
JerusalemBut here again we note that there is no suggestion of an identification of the thre
persongthe "sinner", Mary Magdalen, and Mary of Bethany), and if we had $nlizuketo
guide us we should certainly have no grounds for so identifying tBendohn however,
clearly identifies Mary of Bethany with th&oman who anointedChrist's feet (12, cf.
Matthew B andMark 14). It is remarkable that already 11.:2, St. Johrhas spken of Mary

as "she that anointed therd'sfeet", he aleipsasalt is commonly said that he refers to the
subsequent anointing which he himself describdi6-8; but it may be questioned whether
he would have uselde aleipsasaf anotherwoman and she a "sinner" in the city, had done
the same. It is conceivable tt&it Johnjust because he is writing so long after the event and
at a time when Mary was dead, wishes to point out to us that she was really the same as
"sinner." In the same wa$t. Lukemay have veiled her identity precisely because he did not
wish to defame one who was yet living; he certainly does something similar in the &se of
Matthewwhose identity with Levi theublican(5:7) he conceals.

If the foregoing argument holds good, Mary of Bethang #e "sinner" are one and the
same. But an examination &t. John's Gospahakes it almost impossible to deny the
identity of Mary of Bethany with Mary Magdalen. Frdat. Johnwe learn the name of the
"woman"who anointedChrist'sfeet previous to th&ast supperWe may remark here that it
seems unnecessary to hold that bec&is&latthewand St. Mak say "two days before the
Passover while St. Johnsays "six days" there were, therefore, two distinct anointings
following one anothe St. Johndoes not necessarily mean that siperand the anointing
took place six days before, but only thahrist came toBethanysix days before the
PassoverAt thatsupper then, Mary received the glorious encomium, "she hath wrought a
goodwork upon Me . . . in pouring this ointmenpan My body she hath done it for My
burial . . . wheresoever thiSospelshall be preached . . . that also which she hath done shal
be told for a memory of her." Is it credible, in view of allsththat this Mary should have no
place at the foot of theross nor at thetomb of Chris? Yet it is Mary Magdalen who,
according to althe Evangelistsstood at the foot of therossand assisted at the entombment
and was the first recorded witness of BesurrectionAnd while St. Johncalls her "Mary
Magdalen" in19:25 20:1, and20:18 he calls her simply "Mary" i20:11and20:16
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forms a consistent whole; the "sinner" comes early
the ministry to seek for pardon; she is descril
immediately afterwards as Mary Mdajen "out of
whom sevendevils were gone forth"; shortly after
we find her "sitting at théord'sfeet and hearing His
words." To theCatholicmind it all seems fitting andg
natural. At a later period Mary andarthaturn to
"the Christ the Son of the Living God and He
restores to them their brothkeazarus a short time
afterwards they make Him aigper and Mary once
more repeats thexct she had performed when
penitent. At thePassionshe stands near by; she se
Him laid in thetomly and she is the first witness (
His Resurrectionrexcepting always HisMother, to
whom He must needs have appeared first, though
New Testaments silent on this point. In our view
then, there were two anointings Ghrist's feet-it
should surely be no difficulty tha®t. Matthewand
St. Mark speak of His heaethe first Cuke 7) took
place at a comparatively early date; the second,
days before the lagftassoverBut it was one and thg
samewomanwho performed this piouact on each
occasion.

Subsequent history of St. Mary Magdalen

The Greek Churchmaintains that the saint retired t
Ephesus with th@&lessed Virginand there died, tha
her relics were transferred to Constantinople in 8
and are there preservedGregory of Tours(De
miraculis |, xxx) supports the statement that she w
to Ephesus. However, according téranchtradition
(see SAINT LAZARUS OF BETHANY), Mary,
Lazarus and some companions came Marseilles
and convertedthe whole of Provence. Magdalen
said to have retired to a hill, La SakBaume, near
by, where she gave herself up to a lifqppehancdor
thirty years. When the time of her death arrived |
was carried byangelsto Aix and into theoratory of

St. Maximinus, where she received thaticum her

Mary Magdalene at the foot of tigross
West Penitent
East: Myrrh bearer and equal of apostles
Born: early £' Century AD Magdala?
Died: mid to late 1st centur&xD
EphesusAsia Minoror Marseilles

Venerated irEastern OrthodoxyRoman
Catholic ChurchAnglican Communion
Lutheranisnother Protestant cinches

Feast July 22
Attributes:

Westernalabastebox of ointment long hair,
at the foot of the cro%s

Eastern:container of ointment (as a myrrh

bearer), or holding eed eggsymbol of the

resurrection); embraeg the feet of Christ
after the Resurrection

Patron saint of:

apothecariesAtrani, Italy, Casamicciola
Terme, Ischiacontemplative lifeconverts
glove makershairdressergenitent sinners
people ridiculed for theipiety, perfumeries
pharmacistsreformedprostitutes sexual
temptation tannerswomen

body was theraid in an oratory constructed by St.

Maximinus at Villa Lata, afterwards called St. Maximhtistory is silent about theseelics
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till 745, when according to the chronicl8igebert they were removed to Vézelay through
fear of theSaracensNo record is preserved of their return, but in 1279, when Charles II,
King of Naples erected aonventat La Sante Baume for theDominicans the shrine was
found intact, with an inscription stating why they were hidden. In 160€etlos were placd

in a sarcophagus sent Bfement VIII, the head being placed in a separate vessel. In 1814
the church of La SairtBaume, wreckedluring theRevolution was restored, and in 1822
the grotto wasonsecrateafresh. The head of tleintnow lies there, where it has lain so
long, and where it has been the centre of so mpaggimages

Mary Magdalen@) Wikapedia

Mary Magdalene or Mary of Magdala (or i gi nal Greek U&ds e
described, in th&ew Testamentas one of the nsd important women in the movement of
Jesughroughout his ministry/!

The late 20th and early 21st tary has seen a restoration of the New Testament figure of
Mary Magdalene as a patron of women's preaching and ministry. Her new popularity h
stemmed in part from the recognition that Mary Magdalene has suffered from what son
believe to have been a lostal defamation of character. She has been thought to be
misidentified as a repentant prostitinehistorical tradition, and depicted in art as a weeping
sinner wiping Jesus' feet with her hair. Some New Testament scholarship has shown that
picture of Mary Magdalene is not trie.

According toLuke 8:2 and Mark 16:9, Jesus cleansed her of "sewvd&mons' a concept
usually associated in the New Testament \migaling from illnes&’ not forgiveness of sin.
Mary Magdalene is the leader of a group of women disciples wh@rasent at the cross,
when the male disciples (exceptidghn the Belovgdhave fled, and at his burial. Mary was

a devoted follower of Jesus, entering into the closzecof those taught by Jesus during his
Galilean ministry. She became prominent during the last days, accompanying Jesus dur
his travels and following him to the end. She witnessed Gngcifixion and burial.
According to all four Gospels in the Christiblew Testamentshe was the first person to see
theresurrectechrist!”

Mary Magdalene is referred to in early Christian writings as "the apostle to the apostles."
apocryphal texts, she is portrayesiaavisionary and leader of the early movement, who was
loved by Jesus more than the other disciBleé3everalGnosticgospels, such as the Gospel
of Mary, written in the early second century, see Mary as the special disciple of Jesus w
has a deeper understanding of his teachings and is asked to impart this to the other discif
Many speculationgthough unsupported in mosanon$ in antiquity and in modern times,
have emerged regarding Mary, including claims that she was Jesus' wife and ege that
bore some children by hiffi.
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According to Ambrose ie virginitate Mary Magdalene
was a virgin after she witnessed the Resurrection of J
Christ. Mary Magdalene igonsidered by theCatholic
Church as well as théastern OrthodgxAnglican and
Lutheranchurches to be saint with afeast dayof July 22.
The Eastern Orthodox churches also commemorate hé
the Sunday of the Myrrhbearerashich is the seconc
Sunday aftePaschdgEaster).

Name

Consistently in the four Gospels, Mary Magdalene se(
to be distinguished from other women named Mdrpy | ..
adding "Magdalene" (d
Traditionally, this has been interpreted to mean that
was fromMagdala a town thought to have been on t
western shore of thBea of GalileeLuke 8:2 says that shg [5%s
was actually "called Magdalene." Ikebrew Migdal | §
means "tower", "fortress"; ilramaic "Magdala" meang === - :
"tower" or "elevated, great, magnificent". Not to confy Mary Magdalene kneeling within

Mary bearing a title of greatne%8. a Stabat Mater scertgy Gabriel
Wuger, 1868.

h €

R AT o e e

In the Gospel of JohrMary Magdalene is also referred o
simply as "Mary" at least twicé? Gnosticwritings use either Mary or Mg Magdalene, or
even just Magdalene.

Mary Magdal ene's given name zlBtnfaodr fiMat i @
(Mariam), which is theGreekvariant used irSeptuaginfor Miriam, the Hebrewname for
Moses sister. The name had become very popular during Jesus' time due to its connectic
to the rulingHasmoneamndHerodiandynasties*!

Primary sourceabout Mary Magdalene can be divided inemonicatexts that are collected
into theChristianNew Testamenand toapocryphakexts that were left out fronie Bible,
being judged asereticalduring the development of the New Testament candihese
sources are usually dated earliest to the end of the 1st and latest to the early 4th century
possibly written well after Mary's death.

New Testament
The fourGospels included in thew Testamenhave little to say about Mary Magdalene.

With a single exception in th&ospel of Luke there is no mention of her in the Gospels
before the crucifixionLuke 8:1-3
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After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village tchadofhe Twelve were
with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Me
(called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had com@& and many others. These
women were helping to support them out of their own means.

The same referee to "seven demons" is made lateMiark 16:9. However, this part of the
Gospel of Markis generally regarded adaie addition and the reference is possibly based
on the Gospel of Luké?

Mary Magdalene is the only person named by any of the canonical gospels as a withess tc
three: Jesus' crucifixion, his burial, and the discovery of his tomb to be evigty15:4Q
Matthew27:56 and John19:25 mention Mary Magdalene as a witnessctacifixion, along

with various other women. Luke does not name any witnesses, but mentions "women w
had followed him fromGalilee' standing at a distanég:***3 No motivation for her to
follow Jesus to the end is given. In listing withesses who saw where Jesus was buried
Joseph of Aramathedark 15:47 and Matthew?27:61 both name only two people: Mary
Magdalene and "the other Mary", who in Mark is "the mother of Josdplike 23:55
describes the witnesses merely as "the women who had come with Jesus from Galile
Johnl19:3942 mentions no other withess to Joseph's burial of Jesus except for Josepl
assistant Nicodemus. Howev@ighn20:1 then names Mary Magdalene in describinigow
discovered the tomb to be emp#ark 16:1says she was accompanied by Salome and Mary
the mother of James, whiMatthew28:1 omits SalomelLuke 24:10 says the group who
found the empty tomb consisted of "Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother &f Jame
and the others with them".

In all four gospels, Mary Magdalene is first witness to the Resurrecti@m20:16 and

- Mark 16:9 both straightforwardly say that Jesus' first post
resurrection appearance was to Mary Magdalene alone. New
Testament scholdfrank Staggooints out that Mary's role as a
witness is unusual because women at that time were not
considered credible witnesses in legal proceedifigBecause
of this, and because of extpablical traditions about her
subsequent missionary activity in spreading @wspe] she is
known by the title, Equal of the Apostlés In Matthew28:9
Mary Magdalene is with the other women returning from the
empty tomb when they alles the first appearance of Jesus. In
Luke 24 the resurrection is announced to the women at the tomb
by "two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning" who

Noli me Tangerdy Hans
Holbein thS yOgnger suddenly appearatkext to them.

1524.

The first actual appearance by Jesus that Luke mentions is late
that day, when Cleopas and an unnamed disciple walked with a fellow traveler they lat
realized was Jesudlark 16 describes the same appearance as happening after the priva
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appearance to Mary Magdalene. The gospels of Mark and Luke record that the rest of 1
disciples did not believe Mary's report of what she saw, and neither Mary Magdalems/ nor
of the other women are mentioned by name in Paul's catalog of appeargfsession=; 1

Cor. 15 Instead, Paul writes that Jesus "appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve}. Inde
after her disbelieved first report of a resurrection vision, Mary Magdalene disappears fro
the New Testament. She is not mentioned inAbks of the Apostlesand her fate remains
undocumented.

The Gospel of JohH**¥ 228 and the Gosg of Lukd!**®#*? also mention a "Mary of
Bethany", who may or may not have been the same person as Mary Magdalene. Mary
Bethany was the sister of Lazarus and tkiar Scripture states, "Jesus loved Mary and
Martha".

New Testament Apocrypha

SeveralGnosticwritings, usually dated to 2nd and 3rd centuries, have a drastically differen
view of Mary Magdalene from that of theanonicalGospels.

In Gnostic writings Mary Magdalene is seen as one of the most important of Jesus's discip
whom he loved more than the others. The Gnostigp@as Philip names Mary Magdalene
as Jesus' companion. Gnostic writings describe tensions and jealousy between M:
Magdalene and other disciples, especiBiyer

Pistis Sophia

Pistis Sophiapossibly dating as early as the 2nd centu
is the best surviving of the Gnostic writing¥. Pistis
Sophiapresents a long dialog with Jesus in the form
his answers to questions from his disciples. Of the
guestions, 39 are presented by a woman who is refg
to as Mary or Mary Magdalene. Jesus says of Mary:

"Mary, thou blesed one, whom | will perfect in a
mysteries of those of the height, discourse in openn
thou, whose heart is raised to the kingdom of hea
more than all thy brethre/:®

There is also a short reference to a person na
"Marthd among the disciples, possibly the same per
who is named as the sisterMary of Bethany

Mary Magdalene, in a dramati
19th-century popular image o
penitence painted Ary Scheffer
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Gospel of Philip

Gospel of Philip dating from the 2nd or 3rd century, survives in part among the texts founc
in Nag Hammadin 1945*" In a manner very similar tdohn19:2526, the Gospel of Philip
presents Mary Magdalene among Jesus' female entourage, adding that she was
companion Koindnog3:

There were three who always walked with the Lord: Mary, his motherhandister and
Magdalene, the one who was called his companion. His Sftéis mother and his
companionwvere each a Mary”!

Others' irritation from the love and affection presented by Jesus to Mary Magdalene is ma
evident (the text is badly fragmented, speculated addito@ included in brackets):

And the companion of [the saviour was Mar]y Ma[gda]lene. [Christ loved] M[ary] more thar
[all] the disci[ples, and used to] kiss her [often] on her [mouth]. The rest of [the disciple
were offended by it and expressed disapaljovihey said to him "Why do you love her
moreil'gt]wan all of us?" The Saviour answered and said to them, "Why do | not love you li
her?’

Gospel of Mary

Gospel of Maryis usually dated to about the same period as that of the Gospel of Philip. Tk
Gospel was first discovered in 1896. The Gospel is missing six pages from the beginning &
four in the middle™

The identity of "Mary" appearing as the main character in the Gospel is sometimes dispute
but she is generally regarded to be Mary Magdalene eliGthspel, Mary, presented here as
one of the disciples, has seen a private vision from the resurrected”Jasdsiescribes it to
other disciples.

Peter said to Mary, "Sisteve know that the Savior loved you more than the rest of woman.
Tell us the words of the Savior which you remember which you know, but we do not, nc
have we heard them." Mary answered and said, "What is hidden from you | will proclaim t
you." And she begato speak to them these words: "I, she said, | saw the Lord in a visior
and | said to Him, Lord | saw you today in a visi&ii"

Unfortunately, almost all of Mary's v is within the lost pages. Mary is then confronted
by Andrew and Peter, who do not want to take for granted what she says, because she |
woman:

"Did he then speak secretly thia woman, in preference to us, and not openly? Are we to
turn back and all listen to her? Did he prefer her to us?" Then Mary grieved and said to Pet
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"My brother Peter, what do you think? Do you think that | thought this up myself in my hear
or thatl am lying concerning the SavioF?*

Mary is however defended by Levi:

"But if the Savior made her worthy, who are you to reject her? Surely the Savior knew h
very wdl. For this reason he loved her more than'ts."

The repeated reference in the Gnostic texts of Mary as being loved by Jesus more than
others has been seen as suppg the theory that thBeloved Disciplein the canonical
Gospel of Johnvas originally Mary Magdalene, before a later redactor made changes in th
Gospel.

Gospel of Thomas

Gospel of Thomasusually dated to the late 1st or early 2nd centwas also among the
finds in the Nag Hammadi library in 19%%. It has two short references to a "Mary",
generally regarded as Mary Magdalene. The latter of the ésorithes the sentiment towards
female members of the early Gnostics:

Simon Peter said to them: Let Mary go forth from among us, for women are not worthy ¢
the life. Jesus said: Behold, | shall lead her, that | may make her male, in order that she &
may become a living spirit like you males. For every woman who makes herself male she
enter into the kingdom of heavE.

This is a gnostic saying. Some suspect thiatsaying uses male to refer to spirit, as in-Sky
Father typical of the day, and female, the eartly element, as in Mother Earth. We still ma
these distinctions today by pointing upward for Father God and downward to Mother Eart
In this view, Jesus vganot literally claiming to change her gender, but rather arguing that
Peter was wrong to want to deny her a role among the disciples.

Mary Magdalene as viewed by Churches

Eastern Orthodox

The Eastern Orthodox Church maintains that Mary Magdalene, distivegl fromMary of
Bethanyand the "sinful woman", had been a virtuous woman all her life, even before he
conversion. They have never celebrated her as a penitent. Thifings expression both in
her writtenlife ( baed or vita) and in the | iturgioc
Menaionand performed on her annual fedsly. There is a tradin that Mary Magdalene

led so chaste a life that the devil thought she might be the one who was to bear Christ i
the world, and for that reason he sent the seven demons to trouble her.
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Mary Magdalene is honored as one of the first
witnesses of th&esurrection of Jespyand received a
special commission from him to tell the Apostles of
his resurrectiof"?**"!8 she is often depicted on
iconsbearing a vessel of ointment, not because of the
anointing by the "sinful woman", but because she
was among those women whoought ointments to
the tomb of JesusFor this reason, she is called a
Myrrh bearer

According to Eastern traditions, she retired to
Ephesuswith the Theotokos(Mary, the Mother of
God and there she died. (This previous statement
appears to be a conflation of Turkish local traditions
about St. John and the Virgin Mafy] [2] House of
the Virgin Mary). Her relics were transferred to
Constantinoplen 886 and are there preserved.

Gregory of Tourswriting in Toursin the sixth centur{?? supports the tradition that she
retired to Pphesus, with no mention of any connectiorGtaul

How a cult of Mary Magdalene first arose Rrovencehas been summed UF by ctbr

Saxel? in the collection of essays iha Magdaleine, Vlilei Xllle siéclé®

4

and by

Katherihe Ludwig Jansen, drawing on popular devotions, sermon literature and icolidlogy.

Mary Magdalene's relics were first venerated at the abb®énélayin Burgundy Jacobus
de Voraginegives the common account of the transfer of the relics of Mary Magdalene fron
her sepulchre in theratory of Saint Maximin atAix-enProvenceto the newly founded
abbey ofVézelay'®® the transportation of the relics is entered as undertaken in 771 by th
founder of the abbey, identified as Geratdke of Burgundy?” The earliest mention of this
episode is the notice of the chronicteigebert of Gemblouxdied 1112), wbh asserts that
the relics were removed to Vézelay through fear of3heacensThere is no record of their
further removal to the other -Btaximin; a casket of relics associated with Malgthe

remains at Vézelay.

(

Afterwards, since September 9, 1279, the purported body of Mary Magdalene was al
venerated aBaintMaximin-la-SainteBaume Provence. This cult attracted such throngs of
pilgrims that the earlier shrine was rebuilt as the giasilica from the midthirteenth
century, one of the fine§&othicchurches in the south &fance
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The competibn between th€luniacBenedictineof Vézelay and th®ominicansof Saint
Maxime occasioned a rash of miraculous literature supporting the one or the other si
Jacobus de Vorage compiling hisLegenda AuregGolden Legend) before the competition
arose, characterized Mary Magdalene asetinblemof penitence, washing the feet of Jesus
with her copious tears (although it is now known that Mary of Bethany was the woma
known for washing or anointing the feet of Je&Els)
protectress of pilgrims to Jerusalem, daily lifting
angels at the meal hour in her fasting retreat
many other miraculous happenings in tpenre of
Romance erding with her death in the oratory ¢
Saint Maximin, all disingenuously claimed to ha
been drawn from the histories Begesippusand of
Josephus

The French tradition oBaint Lazare of Bethanis
that Mary, her brother Lazarus, and Maximinus, ¢ /il
of the Seventy Disciplesand some companion : I

expelled by persecutions from theloly Land | Mary Magdalene attributed @®regor
traversed theMediterraneanin a frail boat with Erhart(Louvre).

neither rudder nor mast and landed at the place called

SainesMaries-de-la-Mer nearArles. Mary Magdalene came to Marseille and converted the
whole of Provence. Magdalene is said to have retired to a cave on a hill by Marsellle, |
SainteBaume ("holy cave."baumoin Provencal), where she gave herself up to a life of
penance for thirty years. When the time of her death arrived she was carried by angels to .
and into the oratgrof Saint Maximinuswhere she received th@ticum; her body was then
laid in an oratory constructed I8t. Maximinus at Villa Lata, afterwards called St. Maximin.

In 1279, wherCharles Il, King of Napleserected a Dominicaconventat La SainteBaume,
the shrine was found intact, with an explanatory inscription stating why the relics had bet
hidden.

In 1600, the relics were placed in a sarcophagus commissionBeddey Clement VIl the
head being placed in a sepanakquary The relics and frestanding images were scattered
and destroyed at thRevolution In 1814, the church of La SainABaume, also wrecked
during the Revolution, was restored. In 1822, the grotto was consecrated afresh. The heat
the saint ow lies there and has been the centre of many pilgrimages.

The traditional Roman Catholic feast day dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene celebrated |
position as a penitent. The Magdalene became a symbol of repentance for the vanities of
world to varioussects. In 1969, the Catholic Church allegedly admitted what critics had bee
saying for centuries: Magdalene's standard image as a reformed prostitute is not supportec
the text of the Bible. They reportedly have revised the Roman Missal and the Rom:
Cdendar, and now neither of those documents mention Mary Magdalene as a repent:
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sinner of ill reputd®® St. Mary Magdalene was the patronMédigdalen College, Oxfordand
Magdalene College, Cambridgdoth colleg@s pronounce her name as "maudlin"). In
contrast, her name was also used folMllagdalen Asyluminstitutions for "fallen women".

Protestant views

Although Anglican and Lutiran Christians revere her as a saint, other Protestants honor h
as a highly respected apostle, disciple and friend of Yésuveneration of saints is not
usuallypracticed by Protestant denominatiéiis.

Christ knew the circumstances that had s
rebuke of the demons that controlled hemthéa and mind. (é) Nonet
Is recorded as having stood beside the cross, and followed Him to the sepulcher. Mary v
first at the tomb after His resurrection. It was Mary who first proclaimed a risen S&Viour.

Most Protestant denominations do not view Mary Magdalene as the "sinful woman" depicte
in Luke 7:36-50.°%

Easter Egg tradition

For centuries, it has been the custom of many
Christians to shardyed and painted eggpgarticularly

on Easter SundayThe eggs represent new life, and
Christ bursting forth from the tomb. Among Eastern
Orthodox Christians (including Bulgarian, Czech,
Greek, Lebanese, Russian, Raoman, Serbian and
Ukrainian) this sharing is accompanied by the
proclamation "Christ is risen!" (in GreelChristos
anesti, Ser bi an: " medmilstsip 1 OM¢
"“Truly He is risen!" (in Greek - "Alithos

Icon of St. Mary Magdalene holding d gnesti Ser bi an: " 1 0 s E 1o
red Easter eggvith the word<Christ is ' ’ dMmisddz

Risen

A A T T Y

One tadition concerning Mary Magdalene says that
following the death and resurrection of Jesus, she used
her position to gain an invitation to a banquet given by
EmperorTiberius When she met him, she held a plain
egg in her hand and exclaimed "Christ is risen!"
Caesar laughed, and said that Christ rising from the
dead was as likely as the egg in her hand turning red
while she held it. Before he finished speaking, the egg
‘ in her hand turned a bright red, and she continued
RedcolouredBelarussiarEaster Eggs| proclaiming the Gospel to the entire imperial hotge.
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Another versia of this story can be found in popular belief, mostly in Greece. It is believec
that after the Crucifixion, Mary Magdalene and the Virgin Mary put a basket full of eggs a
the foot of the cross. There, the eggs were painted red by the blood of theThlemstMary
Magdalene brought them to Tiberius Caesar (see above).

Speculations

The name Mary occurs in 51 passages of the New Testafhdrtere are several people
named Maryin the Gospels. There also are several unnamed women who seem to sh:
characteristics with Mary Magdalene. At different times in history, Mary Magdalene ha:
been confused or misidentified with almost every woman in the four Gospels, except tt
mother of &sus. "The idea that this Mary was 'the woman who was a sinner,’ or that she w
unchaste, is altogether groundle€¥."There is no scriptural or historical evidence that
Ma rsyrdationship with Jesus was anything other than that of a disciple to her teach
definitely not a lover or wife. Although in the past she has suffered from a case of mistake
identity, Mary Magdalene was never reviled, demeaned or disnii€sed.

The story of Mary Magdalene reminds everyone of a fundamental truth: She is a disciple
Christ who...has had the humility to ask for his help, has been healed by him, and h
followed him closely, becoming a witness of the power of his merciful love, which is
stronger than sin and death.

& Benedict XVP”

Mary Magdalene, a virgin after the Resurrection of Jsus Christ

Ambrose De virginitate 3,14; 4,15) and John Chrysostomatthew, Homily 8B have
suggested that Mary Magdalene was a virgin after the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

"Beloved Disciple"” in the Gospel of John

A group of scholars, the most familiaf whom isElaine Pagelshave suggested that for one
early group of Christians Mary Magdalene was a leader of the early Church and maybe e\
is the unidentified Beloved Disciplg, to whom theGospel of Johiis ascribed™!

Ramon K. Jusino, an internet writer, offers an explanation of this view, based on the textt
researches dRaymond E. Browff® In order to make this claim and maintain consistency
with scriptures, the theory is suggested that Mary's separate existence in the two comn
scenes with the Beloved Disciple¥2°?" 2041 \were |ater modifications, hastily done to
authorize the gospéat the late 2nd century. Both scenes have inconsistencies both internall
and in reference to the synoptic Gospels, possibly coming from rough editing to make Ma
Magdalene and the Beloved Disciple appear as different perdons.
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It has also been claimed that the inexplicable final chapter of the GospeRatathcatchig

153 fishwhile the Beloved Disciple and Jesus exchange words is actually a hidden referen
to Mary Magdal ene, her oriainal epithet
(e Magdalene) bearing the number 153 in Grg
gematrig*”!

Ann Graham Brock summarized this reading of the tg
in 2003. She demonstrated that an early Christian wri
portrays authority as being represented in nM
Magdalene or in the church community structure.

Relationship with Jesus
13th centuryRomanesqueapital

A few writers have come forward with claims that Ma showing Jesus and Mary
Magdalene was the wife of Jesus. These writers | Magdalenelfoli me tangerk
Gnostic writings to support their argument. Extrabiblical sources likafgberyphalGospel
of Philip depict Mary Magdalene as being closer to Jesus than anydighigle

That apocryphal Gospel depicts Mary as Jesnisionos a Greekterm indicating a "close
friend” or "companion”. Mary Magdalene is mentioned as one of tMeegs "who always
walked with the Lord" and as his companion (Philip 581¢. The work also says that Lord
loved her more than all the disciples, and used to kiss her often {8®.84The closeness
described in these writings depicts Mary Magdalene, representingGtiwstics as
understanding Jesus and his teaching while the other disciplesemprg the Church, did
not. Kripal writes that "the historical sources are simply too contradictory and
simultaneously too silent" to make absolute declarations regarding Jesus' séXu@litghe
other hand, the historian John Dickson argues that it was common in early Christianity
kiss a fellow believer by way of greetifit)®"s°"= * P >¥3nd as such kissing would have no
romantic connotationé?

Mary Magdalene appears with more frequency than other
women in the canonical Gospelad is shown as being a close
follower of Jesus. Mary's presence at @recifixion and Jesus'
tomb, while hardly conclusive, is at least consistent with the
role of grieving wife ad widow!*® Some interpret that since
Jesus refused physical contact with Mary Magdakster his
death and resurrection, as reportedJaihn20:17, that would
speak against the marriage thel8fy.

7 '.::\ i

Thepenitent Mary
Magdalene, byrancesco

Hayez Proponents of a married status of Jesus argue that it would hav:

beenunthinkable for an adult, unmarried Jew to travel about
teaching as aabbi However, in Jesus' time the Jewish religion was very diverse and the rol
of the rabbi was not yet well defined. Itaw not until after the Roman destruction of the
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Second Templ&n AD 70 thatRabbinic Judaisntbecame dominant and the role of the rabbi
made uniform in Jewish communitiés.

The idea that Mary Magdalene was the wife of Jesus was popularized by bookkdike
Jesus Scrol(1972),Holy Blood, Holy Grail(1982), The Gospel According to Jesus Christ
(1991), The Woma with the Alabaster Jaf1993),Bloodline of the Holy Grail: The Hidden
Lineage of Jesus Revealg®96), The Da Vinci Cod€2003), andlesus the Maff' (2006);
and by films likeBloodline(2008).

Mary Magdalene, the Apostle

According to Harvard theologiadaren King Mary Magdalene was a prominent disciple
and leader of one wing of the early Giidn movement that promoted women's leadef8hip.
King cites references in the Gospel of John that the risen Jesus gives Mary special teact
and commissions her as an '@ggtle to the Apostles.” Mary is the first to announce the
resurrection and to fulfill the role of afipostltb s o meone sent by Je
message or commission, to spread the gospel ("good news") and to lead the early chu
The first message she was given was to announce to Peter and the others that "H
risentMt 287 [Mk 16:911] [Lk- 241G [n203 Although the term is not specifically used of her
(though, inEastern Chriganity she is referred to a&tjual to the Apostlés Later tradition,
however, names her as "the apostle to the apostles.” King writes that the strength of t
literary tradition makes it possible to suggest that historically Mary was a prophetic visionar
and leader within one sector of the early Christian movement after the death 6t Jesus.

Asbury Theological SeminarBible scholar Ben Withemgton Ill confirms the New
Testament account of Mary Magdalene as historical: "Mary was an important early discip
and witness for Jesu8™ He continues, "Theris absolutely no early historical evidence that
Mary's relationship with Jesus was anything other than that of a disciple to her Mast
teacher.”

Identification as Mary of Bethany

In Roman Catholidradition, Mary of Bethanyis identified as Mary Magdalene, while in
Eastern Orthodox and Protestant traditions they are considered separate!ffetstary. of
Bethany" itself is an anachronism, as she is just referred to as "Mary" daiker10:3842
and theGospel of John

The identification is mainly based on the Gospel of John. The Mary appearing in Bethany
introduced inJohnl11:1 only by her first name, as if her identity was salident. Jesus
seems to know her family wElI**3 and is described visiting them several tir{&&:*1 (124

In John12:3-8, Mary anoints Jesus with expensive perfume and wipes his feet with her ow
hair, to which Jesus says that it was intended "she should save this perfume for the day of
burial" ! Following this, Mary of Bethany inexplicably disappears from the narrative, while
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the earlier unmentioned Mary Magdalene emerges without introduction at Jesus' crucifixio
finding later his tomb empty and being the first to be visited by him after the resurrectiot
Furthermore, also Mary Magdalene is referred to as "Mary" in the scenes certainly involvir

her[JnZO:l:I] [20:19

The Gnostictexts commonly refer to Mary Magdalene as Mary

|dentification as a prostitute

Few characters in the New Testament have been so sorely miscast as Mary Magdale
whose reputation as a fallen woman originated not in the Bible but in acsixtary sermon

Mary Magdalendy Anthony

Frederick Augustus SandyGa.
1860

by Pope Gregory the Great. Not only is she misidentified
as the repentant fallemprostitute of legend, meditating
and levitating in a cave, but she was not necessarily even
a notable sinner: Being possessed by "seven demons'
that were exorcisk by Jesus, she was arguably more
victim than sinner. And the idea, popularizedThe Da
Vinci Code that Mary was Jesus' wife and bore his child,
while not totally disprovable, is the longest of long shots.

Since the late 6th century, Mary Magdalene basn
misidentified in theLatin Rite of the Roman Catholic
Churchas an adulteress and egpant prostitutePope
Gregory the Greamade a speech in 591 where he
seemed to combine the actions of three women
mentioned in the New Testament and also identified an
unnaned woman as Mary Magdalel8. In 1969 the
Vatican, without commenting on Pope Gregory's

reasoning>" implicitly rejected it by separating Luke's sinful woman, Mary of Bethany, and

Mary Magdala via th&@oman Missa

Jeffrey Kripal a religion scholar, wrote, Migdal or

ﬁcitation needep

Magdala (meaning "tower" in Hebrew and Arama -

respectively) was a fishing town known, or so the legg 43

goes, for its possiblypunning connection to hairdresset
(medgaddlela) and women of questionable reputatfdn.’

This impressiorof Mary is perpetuated by much Weste
medieval Christian art. In many such depictions, M
Magdalene is shown as having long hair which she w
down over her shoulders, while other women foll
contemporary standards of propriety by hiding their K
beneath headdresses or kerchiefs. The Magdalene's

¢ H_F - A

"Kreuzigung" byMeister des
Marienlebens, 1465.
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may be rendered as red, while the other women of the New Testament in these sa
depictions ordinarily have dark hair beneath a scarf. This disparity between depictions
women can be seen in works Buas the Crucifixion paintings by thkleister des
Marienlebens

This image of Mary as a prostitute was followed by many writers and artists until the 20t
century. Even today the identification of Mary Magdalene as the adulteress is prolonged |
various Christian and secular groups today. It is reflectedMarntin Scorsess film
adaptation oNikos Kazantzakis novelThe Last Temptatioof Christ in José Saramaf

The Gospel Accordg to Jesus ChristAndrew Lloyd Webbés rock operaJesus Christ
Superstar Mel Gibsoris The Passion of the ChrjsieanClaude La Marrs Color of the
CrossandHal Hartleys The Book of Life

Saint Mary Magdalen

http://saints.sgpn.com/ncd05121.htm

New Catholic Dictionary

Penitent, called Magdalen probably from a her naf
town, Magdala, in Galilee, or from the Talmu
expression meaning adulteress. She is mentioned a:
sinner (Lke 7), who bathed the feet of Christ; as Me
the sister of Martha and Lazarus (Luke 10 and John
and later as Mary Magdalen (Luke 8), who ministere:
Christ, by whom she was freed from seven devils.
generally agreed today that the three persomentionec
are identical, although the Greek Fathers conside
them distinct. After her conversion, she remained faitt
to Christ; stood at the foot of the cross (Mark
Matthew 27; John 19; Luke 22); and was the first witr, 77/
of the Resurrection. iie Greek tradition holds that Map:::;n
Magdalen retired to Ephesus with the Blessed Virgin, and
died there, her relics being transferred to Constantinople. ThenEh tradition holds that

she migrated to Marseilles with Lazarus and Martha, and retired to a hill, La Bantee,
near the city, where she lived in seclusion for 30 years. Represented in art, kneeling befo
a Crucifix at the foot of which a death'edd is lying. Her head now rests in the grotto of
SainteBaume Feast Roman Calenda22 July

Mentioned only inLuke 10:3842; andJohn 11, 12, sqd.he Aramaic form occurs in a Nabatsean insicnipt
found at Puteoli, and now in the Naples Museum; it is dated A.D. 5 (Corpus Inscr. Semit., 158); also in a
Palmyrene inscription, where the Greek translation has theMammein, A.D. 179.
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St Martha
CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA

Mary, Martha, andLazarusare represented by St. John as living at Bethania, but St. Luke
would seem to imply that they were, at least at one time, livingsalilee he does not
mention the name of the town, but it may have bedémagdala and we should thus,
supposing Mary of Bethania adary Magdalendo be the sameperson understand the
appellative "Magdalene". The words of St. John (11:1) seem to imply a change of residen:
for the family. It is possible, too, that St. Luke has displaced the incident referred to in
Chapter 10. The likeness between the pictures of Martha presented by Luke and John
very remarkable. The familiantercourse between the Saviour of the world and themble
family which St. Luke depicts is dwelt on by St. John when he tells us'lestisloved
Martha, and her sister Mary, and Lazarus" (11:5). Again the picture of Martha's anxiet
(John 11:2€r1, 39 accordswith the picture of her who was "busy about much serving"
(Luke 10:4) so also iddohn 12:2"They made him a suppénere: and Martha served." But

St. John has given us a glimpse of the other and deeper side of her character when |
depicts her growindaith in Christ'sDivinity (11:2627), afaith which was the occasion of
the words: "I am the resurrection and the life." TReangelishas beautifully indicated the
change that came over Martha after that interview: "When she had said these things, sht
went and called her sister Mary secretly, saying: The Master is come, and calleth for thee.'

Difficulties have been raised about the lagpper at Bethania. St. John seems to put it six
days before théPasch and, so some conclude, in the house of Martha; while the Synoptic
account puts it two days before theasch and in the house of Simon the Leper. We need
not try to avoid this difficulty by asserting that there were two suppers; for St. John does
not say that the supper took place six days before, but only that Christedrin Bethania

six days before th®aschnor does he say that it was in the house of Martha. We are surely
justified in arguing that, since St. Matthew and St. Mark place the scene in the lobuse
Simon, St. John must be understood to say the same; it remains podved that Martha
could not "serve" in Simon's house.

25| Page


http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09761a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09096a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06341c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09523a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09761a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11726a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05782a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07543b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05782a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09397a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/bible/joh011.htm#vrs20
http://www.newadvent.org/bible/luk010.htm#vrs40
http://www.newadvent.org/bible/joh012.htm#vrs2
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05645a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11512b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11512b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11512b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12454c.htm

Vari ous | nf or maMantha n

‘The Golden Legend The Life of Saint Martha

ere followethe Lig¢ of Saint Martha.

sl
0

Saint Martha, hostess of our Lord Jesu Christ, was born of a royal kindred. He
father was named Syro and her mother Encharia. The father of her was duke of Syria &
places maritime, and Martha with her sister possessed by the @aftdueir mother three
places, that was, the castle Magdalen, and Bethany and a part of Jerusalem. It is nowt
read that Martha had ever any husband ne fellowship of man, but she as a noble hos
ministered and served our Lord, and would also thasistsr should serve him and help her,
for she thought that all the world was not sufficient to serve such a guest. After the ascens
of our Lord, when the disciples were departed, she with her brother Lazarus and her sis
Mary, also Saint Maximin whit baptized them, and to whom they were committed of the
Holy Ghost, and many others, were put into a ship without sail, oars, or rudder governail,
the paynims, which by the conduct of our Lord they came all to Marseilles, and after came
the territoryof Aquense or Aix, and there converted the people to the faith. Martha was rigt
facound of speech, and courteous and gradiouhe sight of the people.

There was that time upon the river of Rhone, in a certain wood between Arles and Avigna
a great dagon, half beast and half fish, greater than an ox, longer than an horse, having te
sharp as a sword, and horned on either side, head like a lion, tail like a serpent, and defen
him with two wings on either side, and could not be beaten with casbroés ne with other
armour, and was as strong as twelve lions or bears; which dragon lay hiding and lurking
the river, and perished them that passed by and drowned ships. He came thither by sea f
Galicia, and was engendered of Leviathan, whichsisrpent of the water and is much wood,
and of a beast called Bonacho, that is engendered in Galicia. And when he is pursued
casts out of his belly behind, his ordure, the space of an acre of land on them that follow hi
and it is bright as glass, andhat it toucheth it burneth as fire. To whom Martha, at the
prayer of the people, came into the wood, and found him eating a man. And she cast on |
holy water, and showed to him the cross, which anon was overcome, and standing still a
sheep, she bourtdm with her own girdle, and then was slain with spears and glaives of the
people. The dragon was called of them that dwelled in the country Tarasconus, whereof,
remembrance of him that place is called Tarasconus, which tofore was called Nerlue, and
Black Lake, because there be woods shadowous and black. And there the blessed Marthe
licence of Maximin her master, and of her sister, dwelled and abode in the same place af
and daily occupied in prayers and in fastings, and thereafter assemnolegere gathered
together a great convent of sisters, and builded a fair church at the honour of the bles:
Mary virgin, where she led a hard and a sharp life. She eschewed flesh and all fat meat, e
cheese and wine; she ate but once a day. An hutidned a day and an hundred times a
night she knded down and bowed her knees.
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On a time, at Avignon, when she preached between the town and the river of Rhone, th
was a young man on that other side of the river desiring to hear her words, andboad no
to pass over. He began to swim naked, but he was suddenly taken by the strength of
water, and anon suffocate and drowned, whose body unnethe was found the next day. /
when it was taken up, it was presented at the feet of Martha for to betmlgedShe then,

in manner of a cross, fell down to the ground and prayed in this manner: O Adonay, Lo
Jesu Christ, which raisedst sometime my sbelloved brother, behold my most dear guest to
the faith of them that stand here, and raise this chifdl she took him by the hand, and
forthwith he arose livingrad received the holy baptism.

Eusebius telleth in the book of the Historia Ecclesiastica that a woman named Emoris:
after that she was healed of our Lord, she made in her court an imagettikiesn Christ,
with cloth and hem, like as she saw him when she was healed, and worshipped him mt
devoutly. The herbs that grew under the image tofore that she had touched the hem, wer:
no virtue, but, after that she had touched it, they were of wthnairtue that many sick
people by them were healed. That woman Emorissa, whom our Lord healed, Ambrose s¢
that it was Martha. Saint Jerome saith, and it is had in Historia Tripartita, that Juliant
Apostata took away that image that Emorissa madesantis own there, which, with the
stroke of thunder, was all tobroken. Our Lord came to her a year tofore her death, a
showed to her that she should depart out of this world, and all that year she was sick &
laboured in the fevers, and eight day®tefher death she heard the heavenly fellowship of
angels bearing her sister's soul into heaven, and anon did do come all the convent of brett
and of sisters, and said to them: My friends and most sweet fellows, | pray you to rejoice a
enjoy with me,for | see the fellowship of angels bear the soul of my sister Mary unto
heaven. O most fair and sweet sister, thou livest now with thy master and my guest in t
blessed seat in heaven. And then anon Martha said to them that were present, that her d
was nigh, and bade to light the tapers about her, and that they should wake unto her de
And about midnight tofore the day of her death, they that should watch her were heavy
sleep and slept, and there came a great wind and extinguished and did lmlttsh&he
then, seeing a great tourbe of wicked spirits, began to pray and said: My father Eli, my de
guest, these deceivers be gathered for to devour me, bringing written, all the evil deeds t
ever | did. O blessed Eli be not withdrawn from md,ibtend in to mine help; and forthwith
she saw her sister coming to her, holding a brand in her hand, and lighted the tapers |
lamps, and as each of them called other by their name, Christ came to them saying: Col
my wellbeloved hostess, for whereaain thou shalt be with me. Thou hast received me in
thine harbour and | shall receive thee in mine heaven, and all them that call upon thee, | st
hear them for thy love. Then the hour of her death approaching, she commanded that
should be borne outf ahe house that she might behold and look up into heaven, and to la
her on the earth, and to hold the sign of the cross tofore her, and saying these words,
prayed: My sweet guest, | beseech thee to keep me, thy poor creature, and like as thou
vouchsafed to be lodged with me, so | beseech thee to receive me into thine heave
harbour. And then she bade that the passion after Luke should be read tofore her, and w
this was said: Pater, in manus tuas commendo spiritum meum, she gave up handpirit
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died in our Lord. The next day following, that was the Sunday, whiles they said lauds abo
her body, and did her obsequies, and about the hour of tierce, at Petrogoricke, our Lc
appeared to the blessed Frontonius singing mass, which after tHe slgipt in his chair,
and said to him: My wellbeloved Frontonius, if thou wilt fulfil that thou behightest long sith
to my hostess Martha, arise anon and follow me. Whose commandment he obeyed,
suddenly both came to Tarascona, and singing the officatahe body and the other
answering, they with their own hands laid the body into the sepulchre. And troth it was th
at Petrogoricke, when they had sung in the choir and the deacon should go read the go:
and receive the benediction, they awoke tlahdp, demanding the benediction. Then the
bishop awoke and said: Why have ye awakened me, my brethren? Our Lord Jesu Christ |
led me to his hostess Martha, and we have laid her in her sepulchre. Now send thitt
messengers for to fetch our ring of galdd our gloves, which whiles | made me ready to
bury her, | delivered them to the sexton, and | have forgotten them there because ye aw
me so soon. Then were messengers sent forth, and as the bishop said, they found his ring
one glove which they bught again, and that other the sexton retained for a withess an
memory. And the blessed Frontonius added thereto, saying that after her sepulture, a bro
of the same place, a learned man in the law, demanded of our Lord what was his name’
whom he aswered not, but showed a book open in his hand in which was written thi
versicle: In everlasting memory shall be my rightful hostess, and she shall dread none evil
the last day; and when he should turn the leaves of the book, in every leaf he fosadiia
written, where afterward many miracles were showed and done at her tomb. Then Clov
king of France, was after this made a christian man, and baptized of Saint Remigius, a
suffering great pain in his reins, came to her tomb and there receiwebeadth. For which
cause he enriched that place, and the space of three miles way about on both sides of
river of Rhone, as well towns as castles, he gave to the same place, and that place he n
free. Martilla, her servant, wrote her life, whichemftard went into Sclavonia, and there
preached the gospel of Christ, and after ten years, from the death of Martha, she rested in
Lord. Then let us pray to this blessed Martha, hostess of our Lord, that after this short life \
may be harboured in heav with our blessed Lord Jesu Christ, to whom be given joy, laud
and praising, world without end. Amen.
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Mars Hill. See AREOPAGUS.

Mart. See MARKET.

Martha. Sister of Mary and Lazarus of Bethany
(Luke 10, 38-42; John 11, 1; 12, 1). The contrast
in character bet. her and her sister is classic. It
is quite poss. of course, that the rivalry bet. the
sisters stemmed from their actual physical love
for Jesus, though neither they nor He ever made
mention of it (John 11, 1 & 2; 21-32; Luke 10,
38-42). Because of certain allusions (Luke 10, 38;
Matt. 26, 6; Mark 14, 3; John 12, 1-3) it has been
suggested that Martha was wife or widow of
Simon the leper. But there is no real evidence.
The relation of the sisters seems, psychologically,
to have been the relationship of 2 spinsters.

Mary. Gk. form of Heb. Miriam. 1. Mary the
mother of James and Joses was one of the women
who followed Jesus from Galilee and were
witnesses of the crucifixion (Mart. 27, 56). She
was almost certainly the wife of Clopas (John 19,
25). It is not likely that she was, in fact, the sister
of Mary the mother of the Lord, for the passage
(John 19, 25) is ambiguous. The punctuation
should be, as in RSV, ‘standing by the cross of
Jesus were His mother, His mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Madgalene.” In
other words, 4 women. 2. Mary, the sister of
Martha. She sits at Jesus’ feet while her sister
gets on with the housework (Luke 10, 38-42). She
greets Him worshipfully when He comes in answer
to the call about Lazarus (John 11, 28-32). She
anoints His feet at Bethany (Matt. 26, 7-13; Mark
14, 3-9; John 12, 1-8). For her feelings towards
Jesus see MARTHA, above. The anointing would
be quite in character with this. 3. Mary Magda-
lene, or Mary of Magdala. The name Magdala
is not mentioned in the NT. The ref. (Mazz. 15,
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