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LAND COMMISSION (SPECIAL REPORT).

SPECIAL REPORT upon the proposed Inclosure of the COMMON FIELDS and PASTURES situate
in the Parish of HILDERSHAM, in the County of CAMBRIDGE

To the Right Honourable The Secretary of State for the Home Department,
The Land Office, 3, St. James's Square, S.W.,

Sir, 24 February 1883.

WE have the honour to forward to you our Report upon an application, under the

Commons Act, 1876. For the Inclosure of the Common Fields and Pastures, situate in the
parish of Hildersham, in the county of Cambridge.

The necessary consents having been given to the Provisional Order, a copy of which is
hereto annexed, we certify that it is expedient the same should be confirmed by
Parliament, for the reasons hereinafter detailed, it having been proved to our satisfaction
that the Inclosure will be of benefit to the neighbourhood, as well as to private interests.

The parish of Hildersham contains 1,500 acres, of which 1,175 are the common fields and
pastures now proposed for Inclosure. The common pasture land is mostly near the village,
and in the lowest lying part of the parish. It is watered, and at times flooded, by a stream
which flows in a tortuous course from east to west. The village, with the inclosed land,
and the common pastures just mentioned, occupies nearly the centre of the parish, the
common fields sloping upwards from the pastures in two large tracts on the north and
south sides. The inhabitants number 245, and are engaged in agriculture.

Hildersham lies on the south side of the county, extending to the Essex border. It is five
miles to the north of Saffron Walden, population about 6,000, and between eight and nine
miles to the south-east of Cambridge, population about 40,000. Linton, with 1,753
inhabitants, adjoins Hildersham on the south-east; Abington, with 279 inhabitants, adjoins it
on the north-west; and Balsham, with 1,012 inhabitants, on the north-east.

The common fields and pastures being within six miles of Saffron Walden, notices of the
intended application, and of the local inquiry, were duly served upon the urban sanitary
authority there, but no action has been taken in the matter by that body, nor did they send
representatives to either of the public meetings.

The soil is principally light and gravelly, but some parts are heavy clay. None of the lands
proposed for Inclosure are claimed as waste of a manor ; and, with the doubtful exception
of about 18 acres, no part is subject to rights which may be exercised at all times of the year.
Consequently our power, if any, to require allotments for public purposes applies to only
18 acres. But the landowners interested have agreed to give up a large area, namely 23
acres, for recreation ground and field gardens. The extent of the pasture land is small in
proportion to that of the arable, being only about 70 acres out of the 1,175. Some of the
pasture is fenced, and included in farms, and is subject to rights of common more limited
than that which is open. The times within which common rights are exerciseable over the
different tracts vary considerably, but, with the doubtful exception above referred to, are
strictly limited.
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The average rental value of the old inclosed lands in the parish is 30 5. an acre, and the
estimated present value of the open lands 18s.

In addition to the usual drawbacks to profitable farming which apply to arable lands in
the “common field" state, and are well known. The open fields of Hildersham are subject
to a peculiar right, which, in ordinary circumstances, would alone be fatal to their proper
cultivation. The right is attached to two farms, called the Manor Farms, of turning their
sheep every sixth year, at a certain season, on to the stubbles of the other farms, whose
occupiers consequently would be injuriously disturbed in the management of their sheep in
that year. For many years, however, all the farms in the parish have been in one
occupation, so that the exercise of this right, and the common rights generally, had no
injurious public effect. But the one farmer is now dead, and his executors will shortly be
allowed to surrender the lease, which comprises nearly the whole parish. There is no
intention of making a fresh letting to one tenant. It will therefore be necessary to separate
the farms, when the objectionable right above described will revive, unless the Inclosure be
authorised at an early period.

“Regulation " is clearly inapplicable in the case of open arable fields. The common
pastures at Hildersham' are small, narrow, wet, and straggling. They are, however, capable
of much improvement by drainage. The contrast between them and the pastures on the
opposite side of the stream, in the parish of Linton, which are well drained and looked
after, is very marked.

The stream itself is choked with mud and weeds, but if once ||| G



