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The men of the Goodwin family (or more correctly the Bones family) had been
Rectors for many, many generations. Both James and his
brother Charles Goodwin had been admitted to Cambridge
University under the name Bones. In order for the family to
inherit, they were required to change their name by Royal
Licence to Goodwin, which they did on 19" November 1793,
this was when James Bones married Anne Goodwin. It
required both James & Charles to withdraw from Cambridge
CoobwiNDAT OFARMs  University and rejoin under the Goodwin name.

REVDCHARLESGOODWIN BISHOHARVEYGOODWIN REVDROBERTGOODWIN
The Goodwin family came into Hildersham church history on the 14™ April 1801,
when at the age of 32, the Revd James Goodwin bought the Advowson from the 80
year old Revd Thomas Salt for £1945 (approx£60,000 toddyseenotes at the endThomas
was the last of a trilogy of Salt Rectors serving for 60 years at Hildersham.

James Goodwin fully intended to take over as the Rector of Hildersham himself.
Thomas Salt died on the 28" April 1806; James however by now, was not in the
best of health and although he was only 37, he instead presented his brother
Charles Goodwin to become the Rector of Hildersham, and Charles was installed on
the 5" June 1806, sadly James Goodwin died on the 26™ August 1806.



The north chancel stained glass window behind the choir stalls
is dedicated to James Goodwin as the Patron of Hildersham
Church and to his wife Anne.

Charles was 30 years old and married to Sarah (neeGrainggrwhen
he took over as the Rector of Hildersham. Charles had married
Sarah at St Andrew the Great, Chesterton under special licence
on the 15" November 1803. Sarah was his second wife,
Charles life had not been free from sadness, as his first wife
Eliza (nee Naylprmarried st September 1801had tragically died in
childbirth during the delivery of their first son Charles. We have seen previously that
he had had to deal with the death of his brother at the tender age
of 37 on the 26™ August 1806, just a fortnight after he had
baptised his first daughter Elizabeth, born at Hildersham on the
13™ August 1806.

The second north chancel window is dedicated to his first wife
Eliza; the top coat of arms is the Naylor arms. The other two arms
are the Hemington & the Goodwin arms.

Charles and Sarah had seven other children at Hildersham
between 1806 and 1819, there were many other tragedies in the
family, and apart from Elizabeth none of the others were married.
It was however, Elizabeth® marriage to John Hemington of Trumpington that
generated the bulk of the family fortune. Apart from Elizabeth, there were two other
daughters, Sarah born on 25" January 1812 and Frances born on June 28" 1814.
These two sisters will become important later in our story. Charles was Rector of
Hildersham for 41 years; he died and was buried at Hildersham on May 19" 1847,
aged 72.

Robert Goodwin, was Charles fourth son, he was born on the 30" August 1816, and
baptised on the 21% January 1817. Robert entered Clare College on 19th June
1835, he was ordained at Ely on December 1% 1839 and immediately became the
curate at Hildersham, by 1845 he had taken over as the vicar of Great Abington. He
was greatly interested in the Gothic Revival and along with Bishop Harvey Goodwin
in 1839 was a founding member of the Cambridge Camden Society.

When his father died on May 19" 1847, Robert presented himself as the next Rector
and he was installed as such on the 21° July 1847. The first thing he did was to tear
down the old Rectory and build the new one we see today. During these early years
he began to plan the restoration of Hildersham Church, which began in 1855 with
the major construction work. In June 1860, he went with Bishop Harvey Goodwin to
Oxford University fad eundemoi for an honorary degree and while he was there
they met and became lifelong friends with Charles Alban Buckler, a member of the
famous Buckler architect and artist family. This meeting had a great influence on
Hildersham Church, as Charles became the major restoration architect. In 1865,
they employed the eminent firm of Clayton & Bell to install the fJesseoeast window
and over the next few years the majority of the other Victorian Stained glass, at the
same time Ratte & Kette installed the reredos, altar, etc. The restoration was
completed in the final stages with the Wall paintings in 1890.




Robert was the Rector of Hildersham for 52 years; as stated earlier he never
married; he died aged 83 on the 30th December 1899.
Therefore having the extremely rare and unusual fact of
living and dying in one millennium and being buried in the
next, Robert was buried in the family vault on January 3rd
1900. Robert& memorial to the church apart from
everything else he did was the beautiful William Hill Organ
a very splendid instrument; it is 110 years old this year.

At the time of Robert Goodwin& death he

GOODWIN FAMILY VASCRIPTION already had had a curate for several years; his
Here rests the bodiestRLES coobwiNM.A name was Revd Philip Richard Phillips. On
Rectoand Patron of this ChunetceAseD | the 13th July 1900, Robert®& two remaining

MARCH 12 1547 siblings and heirs Sarah & Frances Goodwin
OfGEORGE HENRY GOODWINeir SODECEASED

OCTOBER 9 1852 used the ADVOWSONfor the last time and
ELIZABETH HEMINGNGOODWIN presented Philip Richard Phillips as the new
DECEASED FEBRUARIESED Rector of Hildersham. At this time, the Revd

SARAH GOODWIRCEASED SEPTEMBERI09
FRANCES GOODWIRCEASED SEPTEMBEBR2L0

Daughtersf SARAH GOODWHIs Wif®ECEASED

Phillips obviously needed to move his family
into the Rectory. So these devoted and

MAY 6 1858 plucky sisters, with Sarah aged 88 and
OfCHARLES GEORGE HEMRM.IAM GooDWheir | Frances 86 years old, they, designed,
SOM-DECEASED FEBRUARTEES planned, and supervised the building of their

ROBERT GO®DN M.A Rectoand Patron their sd ;
SECEASED DECEMBERED new home, the Redhouse in the grounds of
the old Rookery, next to Manor farm.

In 1901, Sarah and Frances put into action the beginning of the transfer the
ADVOWSONr the PATRONAGHrom the Goodwin family to a newly formed group of
ddoLy TRINITYHILDERSHAMI RUSTEEG for the benefit of the church, to take effect on
the death of the last of the sisters.

It should be noted, that the right of Presentation that the Advowson gave the
Patrons, came with a very high level of responsibility; it would mean that if the
Patrons presented their own Rector, they would have to provide him with a living or
income and a place to live.

These two devoted sisters lived on for another 9 to 10 years, with Sarah finally
passing away on September 16th 1909 at the grand old age of 97 and just over a
year later Frances passed away aged 96 on the 28th September 1910.

Therefore today, in September 2010, we very proudly celebrate the
CENTENARY OF THEATRONAGE OHOLYTRINITYCHURCHHILDERSHAM
passing to the Hildersham Church Trustees.

The next thing to happen in our story came in 1947 when Canon Phillips retired after
47 years. A similar circumstance occurred as at the death of Robert Goodwin, when
Canon Phillips two daughters Fanny and Sylvia had to find somewhere to live after
the Rectory was sold to a private individual. As Hildersham is a small parish of less
than 200 residents, the &Churchbéwas not in a position to provide a new Rector with a
house and a living. The Parochial Church Council of the day therefore applied to
the Bishop of Ely ' O SUSPENDTHE RIGHT OFPRESENTATIOQthis was accepted, and




the parish was provided with a fPriest in Chargea 60 years on we still every 5 years
have to apply to the Bishop of Ely to suspend our right of presentation.

This is the reason we have two separate memorial boards, with the Rector®
Memorial board recording the Hildersham Rectors recorded from Richard in the
year 1290 to John Frederick Balley in 1948 and the Priests in Charge &
Churchwardens Memorial Board with Priests in Charge recorded from D L Booth in
1950 to today and the Churchwardens recorded from John Betty and Robert Smyth
giving 45 years service from 1553 to 1598.

In 1910, when the Hildersham PCC and congregation came to
decide how to commemorate the life of Sarah and Frances
Goodwin, how better could they portray the dedication and
devotion of these two sisters, than to use the two equally
devoted biblical sisters with Mary Magdalene and her sister
Martha. This was a brave step to take, as the two 14th century
stained glass windows in the church, already had images of
Mary and Martha and the two brothers St. James and St. John.

They chose the highly respected Birmingham Company of

Jones and Willis and the beautiful window on your left as you

enter the church was commissioned. Sarah the elder of the two

sisters is fittingly depicted as Martha, shown holding a plate and

the keys to the home, indicating the head of the household and

Frances as Mary Magdalene. The faces are beautiful and are said to be portraits
painted from photographs of the two ladies. The inscription reads:

IN PIOUS REMEMBRANGESARAHGOODWIN BORMN 25TH 181 2aDIEDSEPT16TH
1909AND ALSO OIERANCEEEOODWIN BORBUNE28TH 1814DIEDSEPT28rH 1910.
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We owe a great deal to these two very special ladies

NOTES ADVOWSONS the right in English law of a PATRON(avowee) to present or
appoint a nominee to a vacant ecclesiastical benefice or church living, a process
known as presentation. In effect this means the right to nominate a person to hold a
church office in a parish. It is also known as Advocation or PATRONAGE

An advowson is regarded as property, and could be bought and sold, as well as
bequeathed but following reforms of parish administration in the 19th century it has
little commercial value. Advowsons were valued for a number of reasons, including
as a means for the patron to influence the parish through the appointee or to simply
reward the appointee for services rendered. The incumbent of a prosperous parish
might receive a very comfortable, even elegant house & the Rectory or vicarage or
parsonage & and a very good living indeed and the advowson would be valued
accordingly. A rich man might purchase one or more advowsons to ensure a
comfortable post, a living, usually for his minor descendants and these
arrangements might last through centuries within one family. Appointments first
must be approved by the Bishop of the diocese. AWB-Sept 2010
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