THE STORY OF DEADMAN & HILL, HILDERSHAM

THE STORY OF ‘DEADMAN'S HILL’

The History of Hildersham can be traced back to the beginning of time. Hildersham is
located in the southeast corner of Cambridgeshire, in the Hundred of Chilford. It is a
small narrow parish of 616 hectares and it straddles the valley of the river Granta’.
The southern parish boundary is at Hildersham Wood and is also the county border
between Cambridgeshire and Essex; it is at a height of 80m above sea level. The
northern parish boundary with Balsham is the old Colchester to Cambridge Roman
Road called Worsted Street and is at a height of 100m above sea level. The border to
the west is with Abington and to the east with Linton.

If we look at the Geology of Hildersham? in a very simplistic way, much of it lies on
top of the underlying ancient Upper Cretaceous Chalk layer, with various other
deposits laid down on top of this. The centre of the village between the A1307 and the
Back Road lies in the bottom of the Granta Valley®, here we have deposits of Alluvium
and Valley Gravels, which in the geological timescale of things is regarded as modern.
On the northern side of the Granta valley, just north of the Back Road crossroads
heading towards Linton, we see the land starting to rise slightly.

This is part of an Esker Ridge running along the north Granta Valley wall from
Ashdon in the east to the Gog Magog Hills in the west. Sir Cyril Fox*, the famous
local geologist and archaeologist, defined an Esker Ridge as:
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The Furze Hills at Hildersham even warranted a photograph in his famous book
describing the ‘Geology of East Anglia’.

East Anglia (Geol. Surv.) PLATE 11

A. FLAT-TOPPED ESKER AT HILDERSHAM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE

The glacier mentioned above was part of the East Anglian Ice Age. Our range of hills
or outcrops were formed during this particular Ice Age period and mark the edge of the
ice sheet or the point furthest south that the ice travelled. Here all the rubbish or
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‘Scree’ (rocks, boulders, and gravel) that the glacier had carried for thousands of miles
was dumped. This left a Glacial Drift layer of Boulder Clay and on top of that, a layer
of Sand and Gravel. It is this Sand and Gravel layer that forms our three-hill tops®.

The range of 3 hills at Hildersham is collectively called the “Furze Hills”, singularly
they are named as follows travelling in an eastwardly direction:

x Furze Hill or Sandpits
x Deadman’s Hill or Old Gravel pit
x  Sand Hill

THE HILDERSHAM ESKER RIDGE AS SEEN TRAVELLING FROM
LINTON TOWARDS HILDERSHAM

Furze Hill means a hill covered with a tough shrubby type of bush called ‘Gorse’,
which we would not normally associate with Cambridgeshire. However, if you had
gone up to Deadman’s Hill this February, you would have seen that we do indeed have
some Qorse bushes and it looks absolutely spectacular in full bloom.
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